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PREFACE. 



t 

J NOW difcharge my pfomife, and com- 
plete my defign, of writing the Hiftory of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
both in the Weft and the Eaft. The whole 
period extends from the age of Trajan and 
the Antonines, to the taking of Conftanti- 
nople by Mahomet the fecond ; and includes 
a review of the Crufades and the ftate of 
Rome during the middle ages. Since the 
publication of the firft * volume, twelve years 
have elapfed ; twelve years, according to my 
wifh, ** of health, of leifure, and of perfe- 
w verance.” I may now congratulate my 
deliverance from a long and laborious fervice, 
and my fatisfadlion will be pure and perfect, 
if the public favour fhould be extended to the 
conclufion of my work. 

* Alluding to the Quarto Edition, id which fize the 
Work was originally publithed. 
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It was my firft intention to have collected 
tinder one view, the numerous authors, of 
every age and language, from whom I have 
derived the materials of this hiftory ; and I 
am ftill convinced that the apparent oftenta- 
tion would be more than compenfated by real 
ufe. If I have renounced this idea ; if I have 
declined an undertaking which had obtained 
the approbation of a mafter-artift *, my ex- 
cufe may be found in the extreme difficulty of 
affigning a proper meafure to fuch a catalogue. 
A naked lift of names and editions would not 
be fatisfa&ory either to myfelf or my readers : 
the characters of the principal Authors of the 
Roman and Byzantine Hiftory have been 
occafionally connected with the events which 
they defcribe ; a more copious and critical 
enquiry might indeed deferve, but it would 
demand, an elaborate volume, which might 
fwell by degrees into a general library of 
hiftorical writers. For the prefent I fhall con- 
tent myfelf with renewing my ferious pro- 
teftation, that I have always endeavoured to 
draw from the fountain-head j that my curio- 

* See Dr. Robertfon’s Preface to his Hiftory of 
« America. . r 
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fity, as well as a fenfe of duty, has always 
urged me to ftudy the originals ; and that, if 
they have fometimes eluded my fearch,. I have 
carefully marked the fecondary evidence, on 
whofe faith a paflage or a fad were reduced 
to depend. > _ 

I (hall foon revifit the banks of the lake of 
Laufanne, a country which I have known and 
loved from my early youth. Under a mild 
government, amidft a beauteous landfkip, in 
a life of leifure and independence, and among 
a people of eafy and elegant manners, I have 
enjoyed, and may again hope to enjoy, the 
varied pleafures of retirement and focicty. 

But I Shall ever glory in the name and cha- 
racter of an Englifhman : I am proud of my 
birth in a free and enlightened country ; and 
the approbation of that country is the beft and 
moft honourable reward of my labours. Were 
I ambitious of any other Patron than the 
Public, I would infcribe this work to a States- 
man, who, in a long, a ftormy, and at length 
an unfortunate adminiftration, had many 
political opponents, almoft without a perfonal 
enemy : who has retained, in his fall from 
power, many faithful and difinterefted friends ; 

and 
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and who, under the preflure of fevere infir- 
mity, enjoys the lively vigour of his mind, 
and the felicity of his incomparable temper. 
Lord North will permit me to exprefs the 
feelings of friendlhip in the language of truth : 
but even truth and friendlhip fhould be 
filent, if he (till dilpenfed the favours of the 
crown. 

In a remote folitude, vanity may ftill whif- 
per in my ear, that my readers, perhaps, may 
enquire, whether, in the conclufion of the 
prefent work, I am now taking an everlafting 
farewell. They fhall hear all that I know 
myfelf, all that I could reveal to the mod in- 
timate friend. The motives of action or 
filence are now equally balanced ; nor can I 
pronounce in my moft fecret thoughts, on 
which fide the fcale will preponderate. I can- 
not diflemble that Six ample Quartos mult 
have tried, and may have exhatifted, the in- 
dulgence of the Public; that in the repeti-* 
tion of fimilar attempts, a fuccefsful Author 
has much more to lofe, than he can hope to 
gain ; that I am now defcending into the vale 
of years ; and that the moft relpe&able of 

my 
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my countrymen, the men whom I afpire to 
imitate, have refigned the pen of hiftory about 
the fame period of their lives. Yet I confider 
that the annals of ancient and modern times 
may afford many rich and interefting fub- 
je&s ; that I am ftill poffeffed of health and 
leifure ; that by the pra&ice of writing, fome 
fkill and facility muft be acquired ; and that 
in the ardent purfuit of truth and knowledge, 

I am not confcious of decay. To an adlive - 
mind, indolence is more painful than labour ; 
and the firft months of my liberty will be 
occupied and amufed in the excurfions of 
curiofity and tafte. By fuch temptations, I 
have been fometimes feduced from the rigid 
duty even of a pleafing and voluntary talk : 
but my time will now be my own ; and in 
the ufe or abufe of independence, I fhall no 
longer fear my own reproaches or thofe of 
my friends. I am fairly entitled to a year of 
jubilee : next fummer and the following win- 
ter will rapidly pafs away ; and experience 
only can determine whether I fhall ftill prefer 
the freedom and variety of ftudy to the de- 
fign and compofition of a regular work, which 
animates, while it confines, the daily appli- 
r.. I • ' cation 



Digitized by Google 




X 



PREFACE. 



cation of the Author. Caprice and accident 
may influence my choice ; but the dexterity 
of felf-love will contrive to applaud either 
active induftry, or philofophic repofe. 

Downing-Street, 

May i, 1788. 



Digitized by Google 




PREFACE. 



XI 



P. S. I fhall embrace this opportunity of in- 
troducing two verbal remarks, which have not 
conveniently offered themfelves to my notice, 
i. As often as I ufe the definitions of beyond the 
Alps, the Rhine, the Danube, &c. I generally 
fuppofe myfelf at Rome, and afterwards at Con- 
ftantinople ; without obferving whether this rela- 
tive geography may agree with the local, but 
variable, fituation of the reader, or the hiftorian. 
a. In proper names of foreign, and efpecially of 
Oriental origin, it fhould be always our aim to 
exprefs in our Englifh verfion, a faithful copy of 
the original. But this rule, which is founded on 
a juft regard to uniformity and truth, muft often 
be relaxed ; and the exceptions will be limited or 
enlarged by the cuftom of the language and the 
tafte of the interpreter. Our alphabets may be 
often defedive : a harfh found, an uncouth fpell- 
ing, might offend the ear or the eye of our coun- 
trymen ; and fome words, notorioufly corrupt, 
are fixed, and, as it were, naturalifed in the vulgar 
tongue. The prophet Mohammed can no longer 
be ftripped of the famous, though improper ap- 
pellation of Mahomet: the well-known cities of 
Aleppo, Damafcus, and Cairo, would almoft be 
loft in the ftrange defcriptions of Haleb , Demajhky 
and Al Cahira: the titles and offices of the Otto- 
man empire are fafhioned by the pradice of three 

hundred 
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hundred years ; and we are pleafed to blend the 
three Chinefe monofyllables, Con-fd-tzee y in the 
refpe&able name of Confucius, or even to adopt 
the Portuguefe corruption of Mandarin. But I 
would vary the ufe of Zoroafter and Zerdujbt, as 
I drew my information from Greece or Perfia: 
fince our connexion with India, the genuine Ti- 
me ur is reftored to the throne of Tamerlane: our 
moft correct writers have retrenched the Al y the 
fuperflucrus article, from the Koran y and we 
efcape an ambiguous termination, by adopting 
Mojlem inftead of Mufulman, in the plural num- 
ber. In thefe, and in a thoufand examples, the 
fhades of diftin&ion are often minute ; and I can 

feel, where I cannot explain, the motives of my 

*• • 

choice. 

At the end of the Hiftory, the reader will find a 
General Index to the whole Work, which has 
been drawn up by a perfon frequently employed 
in works of this nature. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

Zeno and Anajlafius , Emperors of the Eafi * 

Birth , Education , and firft Exploits of Theo- 
doric the OJlrogoth. — His Invafion and Conquejt 
if Italy. — The Gothic Kingdom of Italy. — State 
of the Wefi. — Military and Civil Government . — - 
The Senator Boethius.— Lajl Alls and Death of 
Theodor ic. 

A FTER the fall of the Roman Empire in CH a p* 
the Weft, an interval of fifty years, till the , XXXIX j 
memorable reign of J uftinian, is faintly marked a. d. 
by the obfcure names and imperfedt annals of 47£1 ~ s17, 
Zeno, Anaftafius, and Juftin, Who fucceflively afi- 
cended the throne of Conftantinople. During the 
fame period, Italy revived and flourifhed under 
the government of a Gothic king, who might 
■t . Vol, VII, B liavc 
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CHAP. 

XXXIX. 

Birth and 
education 
oi Theo- 
doric. 

A. D. 
45J— +75- 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

have deferved a ftatue among the beft and braveft: 
of the ancient Romans. 

Theodoric the Oftrogoth, the fourteenth in li- 
neal defcent of the royal line of the Amali *, was 
born in the neighbourhood of Vienna* two years 
after the death of Attila. A recent vidtory had 
reftored the independence of the Oftrogoths ; and 
the three brothers, Walamir, Theodemir, and 
Widimir, who ruled that warlike nation with united 
counfels, had feparately pitched their habitations 
in the fertile though defolate province of Pannonia. 
The Huns Hill threatened their revolted fubjedb, 
but their hafty attack was repelled by the fingle 
forces of Walamir, and the news of his victory 
reached the diftant camp of his brother in the 
lame aufpicious moment that the favourite concu- 
bine of Theodemir was delivered of a fon and heir. 
In the eighth year of his age, Theodoric was re- 
luctantly yielded by his father to the public in- 
tereft, as the pledge of an alliance which Leo, 
emperor of the Eaft, had confented to purchafe 
by an annual fubfidy of three hundred pounds of 
gold. The royal hoftage was educated at Con- 
flantinople with care and tendernefs. His body 



* Jomandes (de RebusGeticis, c. 13, 14.. p. 6tg, 630. edit. Grot.) 
has drawn the pedigree of Theodoric from Gapt, one of the Anfts or 
Demi-gods who lived about the time of Domitian. CalEodoriua, the 
firft who celebrates the royal race of the Amali (Variar. viii. 5. ix. 
aj. x. 1. xi. 1.), reckons the grandfon of Theodoric as th« xviith in 
defcent. Peringfciold (the Swedilh commentator of Cochlceus. Vit. 
Theodoric. p. *71, &c. Stockholm, 1699) labours to connect this 
genealogy with the legends or traditions of his native country. 

* More corre&ly on the banks of the lake Pelfo (Nieufiedler-fee) 
»ear Carnuntum, almoft on the fame fpot where Marcus Antoninus 
compofed his meditations (Jomandes, c. jn. p. 659. Severin. Pan- 
ponia Illuftrata, p, *a. Celiarius, Geograph, Antiq. tom. i. p. 

was 
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, , »' ' 

was formed to all the excrcifes of war, his mind chap. 

was expanded by the habits of liberal converfa- “ r — , lr 

tion ; he frequented the fchools of the mod ficilful 
matters ; but he difdained or neglefted the arts of 
Greece, and fo ignorant did he always remain of 
the firft elements of fcience, that a rude mark was 
qontrived to reprefent the fignature of the illiterate 
king of Italy*. As foon as he had attained the age 
of eighteen, he was reftored to the wifhes of the 
Oftrogoths, whom the emperor afpired to gain by 
liberality and confidence. Walamir had fallen in 
battle j the youngeft of the brothers, Widimir, 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of Bar- 
barians, and the whole nation acknowledged for 
their king the father of Theodoric. His ferocious 
fubjedts admired the ftrength and ftature of their 
young prince 4 j and he foon convinced them that 
he had not degenerated from the valour of his an- 
ceftors. At the head of fix thoufand volunteers 
he fecretly left the camp in queft of adventures, 
defcended the Danube as far as Singidunum or 
Belgrade, and foon returned to his father with 
the fpoils of a Sarmatian king whom he had van- 
quifhed and flain. Such triumphs, however, were 

k r ( 

; J The four firft letters of his name (QeOA) were infcribed on a 
gold plate, and when it was fixed on the paper, the king drew his pen 
through the intervals (Anonym. Valefian. ad calcem Aram. Mar- 
cellin. p. 7S*.). This authentic fafl, with the teftimony of Proco- 
pius, or at lead of the contemporary Goths (Gothic. 1 . i. c. a. 
p. 311.), far outweighs the vague praifes of Ennodius (SirmOnd. 

Opera, tort. i. p. 1596.) and Theophanes (Chronograph, p. in.). 

•* Statura eft quae refignet proceritate regnantem (Ennodius, 
p. 1614.). The bifhop of Pavia (I mean the ecclefiaftic who wifhed ' 
to be a bifhop) then proceeds to celebrate the complexion, eyes, hands, 

&c. of his fovereign, • ' r . /-jv: 

B 2 produdlive 
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xxxix P ro ^ ut -^ ve only fame, and the invincible Of- 
^ crogoths were reduced to extreme diftrefs by ithe 

want of clothing and food. They unanimoufly 
refolved to defert their Pannonian encampments, 
and boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy 
neighbourhood of the Byzantine court, which al- 
ready maintained in pride and luxury fo many 
bands of confederate Goths. After proving by 
dome aCts of hoftility that they could be dangerous, 
or at leaft troublefome enemies, the Oftrogoths 
fold at a high price their reconciliation and .fidelity, 
accepted a donative of lands and money, and, were 
entruftcd with , the defence of the lower Danube, 
under the command of Theodoric, who fucceeded 
after his father’s death to the hereditary throne of 
the Amali *, .» , . 

The reign , An hero, defeended from a race of kings, muft 
° ^. C D°.* have dei'pifed the bafe Ilaurian who was inverted 
t ? b Apr 9 ?* w ' c ^ £ l ie Roman purple, without any endowments 
of mind or body, without any advantages of royal 
birth, or fuperior qualifications. After the failure 
of the Theodofian line, the choice of Pulcheria 
and of the lenate might be juftified in fome mea- . 
Pure by the characters of Martian and Leo, but 
the latter of thefe princes confirmed and dilho- 
noured his reign by the perfidious murder of 
Afpar and his fons, who too rigoroufly exacted 
the debt of gratitude and obedience. The in- 
heritance of Leo and of the Eaft was peaceably 

■ »: i .• • ■•i • , .1 . ... a . •••*•• 

, i The (late of the Oftrogoths, and the iirft years of Theodoric, are 

found in Jornandes (c. 51—56. p. 689— 696.) aaid Malcbus (Ex- 
cerpt. Legat. p. 78— 89,), wlw wioneoijliy ftjles hirt^ <he fan of 



"Walamir. 
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devolved on his infant grandfon, the fon of his 
daughter Ariadne ; land her Ifaurian hu/band, the ^ 

fortunate Trafcalififetis, exchanged that barbarous 
found for the Grecian appellation of Zeno. After 
the deceafe of the elder Leo, he approached with 
unnatural refpeft the throne of his fon, humbly 
received, as a gift, the fecond rank in the empire, 
and foon excited the public fufpicion on the fudden 
and premature death of his young colleague, whole 1 
life could no longer promote the fuccefs of his 
ambition. But the palace of Conftantinople was 
ruled by female influence, and agitated by female 
paffions; and Verina, the widow of Leo, claiming 
his empire as her own, pronounced a fentence of 
depofition againft the worthlefs and ungrateful fer- 
vant.on whom fhe alone had bellowed (the feeptre 
of -the Eaft 6 . As foon as fhe founded a revolt in 
the ears of Zeno, he fled with precipitation into 
the mountains, of Ifauria, and her brother Bafi- 
lifcus, already infamous by his African expedition 7 , 
was unanimoufly proclaimed by the fervile fenate. 

But the reign of the ufurper was fhort and tur- 
bulent. Bafxlifcus prefumed to aflafiinate the lover 
of his After ; he dared to offend the lover of his 
wife, the vain and infolent Harmatius, who, in 
the midft of Afiatic luxury, aflfe&ed the drefs, the 
demeanour, and the furname of Achilles’. By 
the confpiracy of the malecontents, Zeno was re- 

•V .■( i i- ; . -- * 

& Theophanes (p. m.) inferts a copy of her faertd letters to the 
provinces! ir« oti . QxaCKiM tip. cr.-for en. . . *ai in' irfop^iiftia’xptBai 
(?xtn\itx Tpscc-xxMiTaiGs, &c. Such female pretentions would have- 
aftoniflied the (laves of the firfl Csefars. ■ n. . .. . 

x ! 7 Vol. vij p. *oi— .*04. v ' • 

* Spidas, torn. i. p. 331, 333. edit Kufter. 

B 3 called 
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XXXIX*' ca ^ ec ^ ^' om exi ^ e > f h e armies, the capital, the 
f _V _ ' _'i perfon of Bafilifcus, were betrayed; and his whole 
family was condemned to the long agony of cold 
and hunger by the inhuman conqueror, who 
wanted courage to encounter or to forgive his 
enemies. The haughty fpirit of Verina was (till 
incapable of fubmiffion or repofe. She provoked 
th.e enmity of a favourite general, embraced his 
caufe as foon as he was difgraced, created a new 
emperor in Syria and Egypt, raifed an army of fe- 
venty thoufand men, and perfifted to the laft mo- 
ment of her life in a fruitlefs rebellion, which, 
according to the falhion of the age, had been pre- 
dicted by Chriftian hermits and Pagan magicians. 
While the Eaft was afflicted by the paffions of Ve- 
rina, her daughter Ariadne was diftinguilhed by 
the female virtues of mildnefs and fidelity; file 
followed her hufband in his exile, and after his re- 
ftoration lhe implored his clemency in favour of 
of Anafta- her mother. On the deceafe of Zeno, Ariadne, 
a. d. the daughter, the mother, and the widow of an 
Ajr _ M 8 ‘ em P eror > g ave her hand and the Imperial title to 
July g. Analtafius, an aged domeltic of the palace, who 
furviyed his elevation above twenty-feven . years, 
and whofe character is attefted by the acclamation 
of the people, “ Reign as you have lived 9 !” 

9 The contemporary hiftories of Malchus and Candidus are loft j 
but fome extracts or fragments have been faved by Photius (lxxviii, 
Ixxix. p. ioo — io».), Conftantine Porphyrogenitus (Excerpt. Leg. 
p. 78 — 97. )i and in various articles of the Lexicon of Suidas. The 
Chronicle of Marcellinus (Imago Hiftorise) are originals for the 
reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius ; and I muft acknowledge, almoft for 
the laft time, my obligations to the large and accurate colleflions of 
Tillemont (Hilt, dcs Lmp. tom. vi. p. 472—651.). 

V ' 

Whatever 
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Whatever fear or affection could beftow, was chap. 
p^ofufely lavifhed by Zeno on the king of the , X - X — X '. 
Oftrogoths; the rank of patrician and conful, the ®*j V £' 0 j t 
command of the Palatine troops, an equeftrian of Theo- 
ftatue, a treafure in gold and filver of many thou- do £'b. 
fand pounds, the name of fon, and the promife of 475—48** 
a rich and honourable wife. As long as Theo- 
doric condefcended to ferve, he fupported with 
courage and fidelity the caufe of his benefactor : 
his rapid march contributed to the reftoration of 
Zeno ; and in the fecond revolt, the JValamirs, as 
they were called, purfued and prefled the Afiatic 
rebels, till they left an eafy victory to the Imperial 
troops 18 . But the faithful fervant was fuddenly 
converted into a formidable enemy, who fpread 
the flames of war from Conftantinople to the 
Adriatic; many flourifhing cities were reduced to 
afhes, and the agriculture of Thrace was almoft 
extirpated by the wanton cruelty of the Goths, 
who deprived their captive peafants of the right 
hand that guided the plough". On fuch occa- 
fions, Theodor ic fuftained the loud and fpecious 
reproach of difloyalty, of ingratitude, and of in*- 
fatiate avarice, which could be only excufed by 
the hard neceflity of his fituation. He reigned. 



*° In iplis congreflionis hue foribus ceflit invafor, cum frafugo per 
te feeptra redderentur de faint* dubitanti. Ennodius then proceeds 
(p. *596, 1597. tom. i. Sirmond.) to tranfport his hero (on a flying 
dragon ?) into ./Ethiopia, beyond the tropic of Cancer. The evi- 
dence of the Valefian fragment (p. 717.), Liberatus (Brev. Eutych. 
c. *5. p. 118.), and Theophanea (p. 11*.), is more fober and ra- 
tional. 

11 This cruel praflice is fpecially imputed to the Trianan Goths, 
lefs barbarous, as it fltould feera, than the Wtlamin : but the fon of 
Theodemir is charged with the ruin of many Roman cities (Malchus, 
Excerpt. Leg. p, 93.), 

B 4 not 
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* 

not as the monarchy but as the minifter of a fe- 
rocious people, whofe fpirit was unbroken by fla- 
very, and impatient of real or imaginary infults. 
Their poverty was incurable: fince the moft li- 
beral donatives were foon diffipated in wafteful 
luxury, and the moft fertile eftates became barren 
in their hands; they defpifed, but they envied, 
the laborious provincials ; and when their fub- 
ftftence had failed, the Oftrogoths embraced the 
familiar refources of war. and rapine. It had been 
the wifh of Theodoric (fuch at leaft was his de- 
claration), to lead a peaceful, .obfcure, obedient 
life, on the confines of Scythia, till the Byzantine 
court, by fplendid and fallacious promifes. In- 
duced him to attack a confederate tribe of Girths, 
who had been engaged ini the party of Bafilifcus. 
He marched from his ftation in Maefia, on the 
folemn affurance that before he reached Adria- 
nople he Ihould meet a plentiful convoy of pro- 
yifions, and a reinforcement of eight thoufand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot, while the legions 
of Afia were encamped at Heraclea to lecond his 
operations. Thefe meafure? were dilappointed by 
mutual jealoufy. As he advanced into Thrace, 
the fon of Theodemir found an inhofpitable foil— 
tude, and his Gothic followers, with an heavy 
train of hprfes, of mules, and of waggons, were 
betrayed by their guides among the rocks and pre- 
cipices of Mount Sondis, where he was aflaulted 
by the arms and inveftives of Theodoric the fon 
of Triarius. From a neighbouring height, his 
artful rival harangued the camp of the Walamirs , 
and branded their leader with the opprobrious 
' ■ • . , names 
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names of child, of madman, of perjured traitor, 

the enemy of his blood and nation. “ Are you j 

f* ignorant,” exclaimed the fon of Triarius, u that 

“ it is the conftant policy of the Romans to deftroy 

* e the Goths by each others fwords ? Are you in- 

* { fenfible that the victor in this unnatural conteft 

** will be expofed, and juftly expofed, to their 

implacable revenge ? Where are thofe warriors, 

* <c my kinfmen and thy own, whofe widows now 
tc lament that their lives were facrificed to thy rafb 
** ambition ? Where is the wealth which thy foldiers 
ct poflefied when they were firft allured from their 
“ native homes to inlift under thy ftandard ? Each 
** of them was then mafter of three or four horfes ; 

**' they now follow thee on foot like flaves, through 
<r the deferts of Thrace; thofe men who were 
** tempted by the hope of meafuring gold with a 
’** bulhel, thofe brave men who are as free and as 
,c noble as thyfelf.” A language fo well fuited to 
the temper of the Goths, excited clamour and dis- 
content' i and the fon of Theodemir, apprehenfive 
of being left alone, was compelled to embrace his 
brethren, and to imitate the example of Roman 
perfidy *\ 

Ih every ftate of his fortune, the prudence and J I £ un t ‘] er " 
firmnefs of Theodoric were equally conlpicuous ; conqueft 

• ♦ lU. , • .* • •' •> . of Italy. 

. ** jomantles (c. 56, 57. p. 696.) displays the ftrvices of Theodo- 
ric, confefles his rewards, but diflembles his revolt, of which fuch 
curious details have been preferved by Malchus (Excerpt. Legrit. 
p. 78—97.). Marcellinus, a domeftic of Jnftinian, under whofe 
ivth confulfhip (A . D. 534) he compofed his Chronicle (Sca)iger, 

Thefaurus Ttmporum, P. ii. p. 34 — 57.), betrays his prejudice and 
paflion ; in Gneciam debacchantem . . . Zcnonis raunificentia pene 
pacatus . . , beneficiis nunquam fatiatus, &c* t , t 

whether 
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*xxxix ’ w ^ et ^ er threatened Conftantinople at the head 
\ . v — j of the confederate Goths, or retreated with a faith - 
iul band to the mountains and fea-coafl of Epirus. 
At length the accidental death of the fon of T ria- 
rius *! . deftroyed the balance which the Romans 
had been fo anxious to preferve, the whole nation 
acknowledged the fupremacy of the Amali, and 
the Byzantine court fubfcribed an ignominious and 
oppreflive treaty ‘ 4 . The fenate had already de- 
clared, that it was neceffary to chufe a party among 
the Goths, fince the public was unequal to the 
fupport of their united forces j a fubfidy of two 
thoufand pounds of gold, with the ample pay, 'of 
thirteen thoufand men, were required for the lead: 
confiderable of their armies 15 ; and the Ifaurians, 
who guarded not the empire but the emperor, eftr 
joyed, befides the privilege of rapine, an annual 
penfion of five thoufand pounds. The fagacious 
mind of Theodoric foon perceived that he was 
odious to the Romans, and fufpe&ed by the Bar- 
barians ; he underftood the popular murmur, that 
his fubjefts were expofed in their frozen huts to 
intolerable hardfhips, while their king was dif- 
iblved in the luxury of Greece, and he prevented 
the painful alternative of encountering the Goths, 
as the champion, or of leading them to the field as 
the enemy, of Zeno. Embracing an enterprife 
• worthy of his courage and ambition, Theodoric 

I , , ,, , ... 

As he was riding in his own camp, an unruly horfe threw him 
againft the point of a fpear which hung before a tent, or was fixed on 
a waggon (Marcellin. in Chron. Evagrius, 1 . iii. c. *5.). 

■4 See Malchus (p. 91.) and Evagrius ( 1 , iii. c. 35.). 

Malchus, p. 85. In a Angle a&ion, which was decided by the 
fltill and dtfcipline of Sabinian, Theodoric could lofe 5000 men. 

j- - - . addreffed 
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addrefled the emperor in the following words: ^xxix 
«f Although your fervant is maintained in afflu- ■_ \ 

“ ence by your liberality, gracioufly liften to the 
“ wilhes of my heart ! Italy, the inheritance of 
" your predecefiors, and Rome itfelf the head and 

miftrefs of the world, now fluctuate under the 
*f violence and oppreflion of Odoacer the merce- 
** nary. Direct me, with my national troops, to 
*f march againft the tyrant. If I fall, you will be 
“ relieved from an expenfive and troublefome 
** friend : if, with the Divine permifiion, I fuc- 
* ( ceed, I fhall govern in your name, and to your 
" glory, the Roman fenate, and the part of the 
,c republic delivered from flavery by my vifto- 
** rious arms.” The propofal of Theodoric was 
accepted, and perhaps had been fuggefted, by the- 
Byzantine court. But the forms of the commiffion 
or grant, appear to havebeen exprefled with a 
prudent ambiguity, which might be explained by 
the event ; and it was left doubtful, whether the 
conqueror of Italy Ihould reign as the lieutenant, 
the vaflal, or the ally of the emperor of the 
Eaft l *. 

The reputation both of the leader and of the Himath. 
war idiffufed an univerfal ardour j the Walamirs 
were multiplied by the Gothic fwarms already en- 
gaged in the&rvice, or feated in the provinces, of 
the empire ; and each bold Barbarian, who had 
heard of the wealth and beauty of Italy, was im- 

16 Jomandes (c. ‘57. p. 696, 697.) has abridged the great hiftory 
of Cafliodorius. See, compare, and reconcile, Procopius (Gothic. 

1 . i. c. 1.), the Valefian Fragment (p. 718.), Theophanes (p. u}.), 
and Marcellinus (in Citron-). 

. * patient 
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^xxix * P at i ent to feek, through the mod perilous adven- 

v. — j- f tures, the pofleflion of fuch enchanting objects. 

The march of Theodoric muft be confidered-aS' 
the emigration of an entire people ; the wives and’ 
children of the Goths, their aged parents^ and mod' 
precious effe&s, were carefully tranfported; and' 
fome idea may be fdrmed of the heavy baggage 
that now followed the camp, by the lofs of two' 
thoufand waggons, which had* been fuftained in 
a fingle adtioft in the war of Epirus. For their 
fubnitdnce, the Goths depended on the magazines 
bf corn which was ground in portable mills by the 5 
hands of their women ; on the milk and flelh of 
their flocks and herds *; on die cafual produce* of 
the chafe, and* upon the contributions which they 
mighcimpofe on all who fhould prefume to dif- : 
pure thepaflage, or to refufe their friendly affift- 
ince. ' Notwithftandirfg thefe precautions, they 
were expo fed to the danger, 'and almoft to the difrt 
trefs of famine, in a march of* feven hundred ^ 
miles, which had been undertaken in the -depth of 
, a figdrous' winter. Since the fall of the* Roman 
power, Dacia and Pannonia no longer exhibited* 
tt the rich profptedt of populous cities, well-culti- 
vated fields, land convenient highways^ the reign 
ofibarbarifanand defolation was reftoredyi.aad the" 
tribes of Bulgarians, Gepidas, and Sarmatians, 
who had occupied!- die vacant province, were 
prompted by their native fiercenefs, or the-folicic- 
ations of Odoacer, to refill the progrefs of his 
enemy. In many obfeure though bloody battles, 
Xheodoric fought and vanquilhed ; till at length, 
furrpounting every obftacle by Ikilful conduct and 
* ,.'8 perfevering 
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perfevering courage, he defcended from the J ulian 
Alp's, and difpdayed his invincible banners on the ■ x 
confines of Italy V. • * n, ; -a 

4i Odoacer, a rival not unworthy of his arms, had The'hrce 
already occupied the advantageous and well-known odoacer, 
poll of the river Sontius near the ruins of Aquileia; 
at, the head of a powerful hoft, whofe independent Sept. i 7 ’ ; 
$ings '* or- leaders difdained the duties of fubordina- Auguit. 9 °* 
lion an<| the prudence; of delays. No fooner had 
•Theodoric granted a ihort rcpofe and refrefhment 
•10 his wearied cavalry,, than he boldly attacked the 
fortifications of the enemy ; the Oftrogoths lhewed 
more ardqur to acquire* than the mercenaries to 
fiefcnd,, the: lands- of Italy; and the reward of die 
firft victory was the pofitflion ofthe Venetian pro- 
vince as , far, as the^wdls of Verona.- In the neigh*- ' 
bourhood o f that ci|yj on the ,fteep banks of the 
japid Adige, hewasoppofed by a new army rein- - " 7 
forced in its numbers, and not', impaired in its ;7;\7; 
courage: the conieft was moreobftinate, hut the 
event was ftillmore decifive j Odoacer fled to Ra- 
venna, Theodoric advanced to Milan, and the vatr- 
quiftied troops faluted their conqueror with loud 
acclamations of refpeft and fidelity. But their 
-want either of conltancy or of faith, foon expofed 
him to the,moft imminent danger ■, his vanguard, 
with feveral Gothic counts, which had been ralhly 

tdCjth'- .1. ", .1 *.», I.'..: 

*7 Tlieodoiic’s march is fupplied and illuftrated by Ennedlus (p. 

1598 — 1C02.), when the bombaft of the oration is tranflated into the 
lJfrigtfiagft of cbfiitnbn fchf<>. 1 *•* v 

,s Tot reges. &c. (Enhodius, p. 1601.) We muft recoll'efl'hovr 
much the royal title was multiplied and degraded, - and that the mer- 
cenaries of Italy were the fragments of maffy^'trftjerahd rat Whir. r ' ' 

\j entrufted 
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*xxxix entru ft e d to a deferter, was betrayed and deftroyed 
t - l - ‘‘ near Faenza by his double treachery; Odoacer 
again appeared mailer of the field, and the invader, 
ftrongly entrenched in his camp of Pavia, was re- 
duced to lolicit the aid of a kindred nation, the 
Viiigoths of Gaul. In the courfe of this hillory, 
the moft voracious appetite for war will be abun- 
dantly fatiated, nor can I much lament that our 
_dark and imperfect materials do not afford a more 
ample narrative of the diftrefs of Italy, and of the 
fierce conflict, which was finally decided by the 
abilities, experience, and valour of the Gothic 
king. Immediately before the battle of Verona, 
he vifited the tent of his mother * 9 and filler, and 
requefted, that on a day, the moft illuftrious fefti- 
r val of his life, they would adorn him with the rich 

r r r r r r " 

' garments which they had worked with their own 

; hands. “ Our glory,” faid he, “ is mutual and 

;***•*'. “ infeparable. You are known to the world as the 

** mother of Theodoric; and it becomes me to 
** prove, that I am the genuine offspring of thofe 
“ heroes from whom I claim my defcent.” The 
wife or concubine ofTheodemir was infpired with 
the fpirit of the German matrons, who efteemed 
their fons’ honour far above their fafety : and it is 
reported, that in a defperate aftion, when Theo- 
doric himfelf was hurried along by the torrent of a 
flying crowd, Ihe boldly met them at the entrance 

- r 

’9 See Ennoditis, p. ifioj, 1604. Since the orator, in the king's 
pretence, could mention and praife his mother, we may conclude that 
the magnanimity of Theodoric was not hurt by the vulgar reproaches 
of concubine and baftard, 

of 
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of the camp, and, by her generous reproaches, ^xix* 
drove them back on the fwords of the enemy 
From the Alps to the extremity of Calabria, 
Theodoric reigned by the right of conqueft : the an d death. 
Vandal ambafladors furrendered the ifland of Sicily, ^ a ^ > c ' h +9U 
as a lawful appendage of his kingdom ; and he was 
accepted as the deliverer of Rome by the fenate and 
people, who had lhut their gates againft the flying 
ufurper Ravenna alone, fecure in the fortifica- _ 
tions of art and nature, (till fuftained a flege of 
almoft three years ; and the daring Tallies of Odo- 
acer carried flaughter and difmay into the Gothic 
camp. At length, deftitute of proviflons and 
hopelefs of relief, that unfortunate monarch yielded 
to the groans of his fubjefts and the clamours of 
his foldiers. A treaty of peace was negotiated by 
the bifhop of Ravenna ; the Oftrogoths were ad- 
mitted into the city, and the lioltile kings con- 
fented, under the fanftion of an oath, to rule with 
equal and undivided authority the provinces of 
Italy. The event of fuch an agreement may be 
eaflly forefeen. After fome days had been de- 
voted to the femblance of joy and friendfhip, 

Odpacer, in the midft of a folemn banquet, was 
ftabbed by the hand, or at leaft by the command, 
of his rival. Secret and effe&uai orders had 
' ‘ • .»«,« - * ’ ' 
to This anecdote is related on the modern but refpeftable autho- 
rity of Sigonius (Opp. tom. i. p. j8o. De Occident. Imp. 1. xv.) s 
his words are curious — “ Would you return t" &c. She prefented 
and almoft difplayed the original recefs, 

11 Hift. Mifcell. l.xv. a Roman hiftory from Janus to the ixth cen- 
tury, an Epitome of Eutropius, Faulus Diaconus, and Theophanes, 
which Muratori has publilhed from a MSS. in the Arabrofian libra- 
ry (Script. Rerum Italicaruro, tom, i. n. too.). 

‘ " 6 been 
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been previoufly difpatched ; the faithlefs and rapa- 
cious mercenaries, at the fame moment, and with- • 
out refiftance, were univerfally maflacred; and 
the royalty of Theodoric was proclaimed by the 
Goths, with the tardy, reluftant, ambiguous con- 
lent of the emperor of the Eaft. The defign of a 
confpiracy was imputed, according to the ufual 
forms, to the proftrate tyrant ; but his innocence, 
and the guilt of his conqueror* 1 , are fufficiently 
proved by the advantageous treaty which force 
would not fincerely have granted, nor weakne/s 
have rafhly infringed. The jealoufy of power, and 
the mifchiefs of difcord, may fuggeft a more decent 
apology, and a fentence lefs rigorous may be pro- 
nounced againft a crime which was neceflary to in-' 
trdduce into Italy a generation of public felicity. 
The living author of this felicity was audacioufly 
prailed in his own prefence by facred and profane 
orators * 3 ; but hiftory (in his time lhe was mute 
and inglorious) has not left any juft reprefentation 
of the events which difplayed, or of the defeats 
which clouded, the virtues of Theodoric **. One 
. record 

**• Procopius (Gothic. 1 . i. c. 1.) approves hlmfelf an impartial 
fceptic : 93«ri . . Tgoara skt«i*£. C.i fluxion us (in Chron.) 

ana Ennodius (p. 1604.) arc loyal and credulous, and the teftimony 
of the Valefian Fragment (p. 718.) may juftify their belief. Mar- 
cellinus fpits the venom of a Greek fubjefl — perjuriis illeflus, inter- 
feflufque ell (in Chron.). 

15 The fonorous and feryile oration of Ennodius was pronounced 
$t Milan or Ravenna in the years 507 or 508 (Sirmond, tom. i. p. ^ 
1615.). Two or three years afterwards,, the orator was rewarded, 
with pie bi/hoprick .of Pavia, which he held (ill his death in the 
year ji». (Dupin. Bibliot.j Ecclef. tom. v. p. n— 14. See SsMCiA 
Onornatlicon, tom. ii. p. i».). , 

** Our heft materials are occafional hints from Procopius and the 
Valehan Fragment, which was difcovered by Sirmond, and is pub- 
,v ’ Jilhsd 
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record of his fame, the volume of public epiftles 
compofed by Cafliodorius in the royal name, is ftill 
extant, and has obtained more implicit credit than 
it feems to deferve is . They exhibit the forms, 
rather than the fubftance, of his government ; and 
we fhould vainly fearch for the pure and fponta- 
neous fentiments of the Barbarian amidft the de- 
clamation and learning of a fophift, the wifhes of 
a Roman fenator, the precedents of office, and the 
vague profeffions, which, in every court and on 
every occafion, compofe the language of difereec 
minifters. The reputation of Theodoric may re- 
pofe with more confidence on the vifible peace and 
profperity of a reign of thirty-three years; the 
unanimous efteem of his own times, and the me- 
mory of his wifdom and courage, his juftice and 
humanity, which was deeply imprefied on the minds 
of the Goths and Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which 
Theodoric affigned the third part to his foldiers, 
is honourably arraigned as the foie injuftice of his 
life. And even this a£t may be fairly jultified by 
the example of Odoacer, the rights of conqueft, 
the true interefl of the Italians, and the facred duty 

liHicd at the end of Ammiamis Marcellinus. The author’s name is_ 
unknown, and his ftyle is barbarous ; but in his various fafls he 
exhibits the knowledge, without the paflions,of a contemporary. The 
prefident Montefquieu had formed the plan of an hiftory of Theodoric, 
which at a diliance might appear a rich and interelling fubjefl. 

*S The bell edition of the Variant m Liiri xii. is that of Job. Gar- 
retius (Rotomagi, 1679, in Opp. Cafliodor. a vol. in fol.); but they 
deferved and required fuch an editor as the Marquis Scipio Maffei, 
who thought of publifhing them at Verona. The Barbara tltganzM 
(as it is ingenioufly named by Tirabofchi) is never fimplv, and feldom 
perfpicuous. 

Vol. vir. c of 
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c h A p. of fubfifting a whole people, who, on the faith of hi» 
\ promifes, had tranfported themfelves into a diftant 
land 16 . Under the reign of Theodoric, and in 
the happy climate of Italy, the Goths foon multi- 
plied to a formidable hoft of two hundred thou- 
sand men 17 , and the whole amount of their families 
may be computed by the ordinary addition of wo- 
men and children. Their invafion of property, 
a part of which muft have been already vacant, 
was difguifed by the generous but improper name 
of ho/pitality •, thefe unwelcome guefts were irre- 
gularly difperfed over the face of Italy, and the lot 
of each Barbarian was adequate to his birth and 
office, the number of his followers, and the ruftic 
w-eakh which he poflefied in flaves and catde. The 
diftinftions of noble and plebeian were acknow- 
ledged 18 ; but the lands of every freeman were 
exempt from taxes, and he enjoyed the ineftimablc 
privilege of being fubjedl only to the laws of his 
country 15 . FaPmon, and even convenience, foon 
perfuaded the conquerors to aflume the more ele- 
* gant drefs of the natives, but they ftill perfifted in 
the ule of their mother-tongue j and their con- 
tempt for the Latin fchools was applauded by The- 

Procopius, Gothic. 1. i. c. i. Variarum, ii. Maffei (Verona 
Illuftrata, p. i. p. 22S.) exaggerates the injuftice of the Goths, whom 
he hated as an Italian noble. The plebeian Muratori crouches under 
their oppreflion. 

*7 Procopius, Goth. 1. iii. c. 4. si. Ennodius ilefcrihes (p. 1612, 
1615.) the military arts and increafing numbers of the Goths. 

r* When Theodoric gave his filler to the king of the Vandals, (he 
failed for Africa with a guard of 1000 noble Goths, each of whom 
was attended by five armed followers (Procop. Vandal. 1. i. c. 8.). 
The Gothic nobility muft Jlave been as numerous as brave. 

*9 See the acknowledgment of Gothic liberty, Var. v. 30. 

-i odoric 
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odoric himfelf, who gratified their prejudices, or 
his own, by declaring, that the child who had vl— * 
trembled at a rod, would never dare to look upon, 
a fword 30 . Diftrefs might fometimes provoke the 
indigent Roman to afiume the ferocious manners 
which were infenfibly relinquifhed by the rich and 
luxurious Barbarian 3 ‘ : but thele mutual convert 
fions were not encouraged by the policy of a mo- 
narch who perpetuated the feparation of the Ita- Separn- 
lians and Goths ; referring the former for the arts ^ * 

of peace, and the latter for the fervice of war. To Italian*, 
accomplifh this defign,- he ftudied to protect his 
induftrious fubjefts, and to moderate' the violence 
without enervating the valour of his foldiers, who 
were maintained for the public defence. They 
held their lands and benefices as a military ftipend: 
at the found of the trumpet, they were prepared 
to march under the conduft of their provincial of- 
ficers; and the whole extent of Italy was diftri- 
buted into the feveral quarters of a well-regulated 
camp. The fervice of the palace and of the 
frontiers was performed by choice or by rotation; 
and each extraordinary fatigue was recompenfed 
by an increafe of pay and occafional donatives. 
Theodoric had convinced his brave companions, 
that empire muft be acquired and defended by the 

Procopius, Goth. 1 . r. c. 2. The Roman boys learnt the 
language (Var. viii. 21.) of the Goths. Their general ignorance i* 
not deftroyed by the exceptions of Aitjalafumha, a female, who 
might Ihidy -without lhame, or of Theodatus, whofe learning pro- 
voked the indignation and contempt of his countrymen. 

A faying of Theodoric was founded on experience : “ Roma- 
“ nus nailer imitatur Gothum ; et utilis (d'mti) Gothus imitatur 
Romanum.” (See the Fragment and Notes Valefius, p. 719.) 
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xxxix*" ^ amc artS ' ^ ter ^ 1S ex ample, they drove to excel 
■' ^ in the ufe, not only of the lance and fword, the 
inftruments of their victories, but of the miffile 
weapons, which they were too much inclined to 
negle&s and the lively image of war was difplayed 
in the daily exercife and annual reviews of the Go- 
thic cavalry. A firm though gentle difcipline im- 
poled the habits of modefty, obedience, and tem- 
' perance ; and the Goths were inftrufted to fpare 
the people, to reverence the laws, to underftand 
the duties of civil fociety, and to difclaim the bar- 
barous licenfe of judicial combat and private re- 
venge 3 \ 

Foreign Among the Barbarians of the Weft, the vi&ory of 
^heodo- T heodoric had Ipread a general alarm. But as foon as 

rie ' it appeared that he was fatisfied with conqueft and 
defirous of peace, terror was changed into refpeft, 
and they fubmitted to a powerful mediation, which 
was uniformly employed for the beft purpofes of 
reconciling their quarrels and civilizing their 
manners The ambaffadors who reforted to 
Ravenna from the moft diftant countries of Eu- 
rope, admired his wifdom, magnificence 34 , and 

courtefy ; 

3* The view of the military eftablifhment of the Goths in Italy, k 
colle&ed from the Epiftles of Cafliodorius (Var. i. 24. 40. iii. 3. 24. 
48. iv. 13, 14. v. »6, 27. viii. 3, 4. 2j.). They are illuftrated hy 
the learned Malcou (H ft. of the Germans, 1 . xi. 40 — 44. Annota- 
tion xiv.). 

33 See the clearnefs and vigour of his negotiations in Ennodiu* 
(p. 1607.), and Cafliodorius (Var. iii. 1, 2, 3, 4. iv. 13. v. 43. 44-)» 
Who gi\es the different ftyles of friendfhip, counfel, expoftula- 
tion, &c. 

34 Even of his table (Var. vi. 9.) and palace (vii. 5.). The admi- 
ration of ftnngers is reprefented as the ntoft rationai motive t<# 

. - • • ■ ’ ‘ ’ 
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«ourtefy ; and if he fometimes accepted either ^xxof’ 
(laves or arms, white horfes or ftrange animals, . » 

the gift of a fun-dial, a water- clock, or a mufi- 
cian, admoniftied even the princes of Gaul, of the 
fuperior art and induftry of his Italian fubjefts. 

His domeftic alliances ,s , a wife, two daughters, a 
filter, and a niece, united the family of Theodoric 
with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundians, 
the Vifigoths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians; 
and contributed to maintain the harmony, or at 
leaft the balance, of the great republic of the Weft 38 . 

It is difficult in the dark forefts of Germany and 
Poland to purfue the emigrations of the Heruli, a 
fierce people who difdained the ufe of armour, and 
who condemned their widows and aged parents not 
to furvive the lofs of their hufbands, or the decay 
of their ftrength 31 . The king of thefe favage 

warriors folicited the friendfhip of Theodoric, and 
,was elevated to the rank of his fon, according to 
the Barbaric rites of a military adoption 38 . From 
> . • the 

juftify thefe vain expences, and to ftimulate the diligence of the 
officers to whom thofe provinces were entrufted. 

35 See the public and private alliances of the Gothic monarch, 
with the Burgundians (Var. i. 45, 46.), with the Franks (ii. 40.) 
with the Ttiuringians (iv. 1.), and with the Vandals (v. i.). Each 
of thefe epiftles affords feme curious knowledge of the policy and 
manners of the Barbarians. 

, 36 His political fyftem may be obferved in Caffiodoritis (Var. iv. 

1. ix. i.), Jprnandes (c. 58. p. 698, 699.), and the Valefian Frag- 
ment (p. 720, 721.). Peace, honourable peace, was the conftant 
aim of Theodoric. 

37 The curious reader may contemplate the Heruli of Procopius 
(Goth. 1 . ii. c. 14.), and the patient reader may plunge into the dark, 
and minute refearches of M. de Buat (Hilt. des Peuples Anciens, tom. 
ix. p. 348—396.)., 

4 - 38 Variarum, iv. 2. The fpirit and forms of this martial indi- 
cation are noticed by Caffiodoiius: but he feems to have only tranf- 
' C 3 latcd 
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C H A r. the (Lores of the Baltic, the JEftians or Livonians 

XXXIX 

'y/V -“J laid their offerings of native amber 39 at the feet of 
a prince, whofe fame had excited them to under- 
take an unknown and dangerous journey of fifteen 
hundred miles. With the country *° from whence 
the Gothic nation derived their origin, he main- 
tained a frequent and friendly correfpondence ; the 
Italians were clothed in the rich fables of Swe- 
den ; and one of its fovereigns, after a voluntary 
or reluctant abdication, found an hofpitable retreat 
in the palace of Ravenna. He had reigned over 
one of the thirteen populous tribes who cultivated 
a (mail portion of the great ifland or peninfula of 
Scandinavia, to which the vague appellation of 
Thule has been fometimes applied. That north- 
ern region was peopled, or had been explored 
as high as the fixty- eighth degree of latitude, where 
the natives of the polar circle enjoy and lofe the 
prefence of the fun at each fummer and winter fol- 



iated the fentiments of the Gothic king into the language of Roman 
eloquence. 

39 Calfiodorius, who quotes Tacitus to the iEflians, the unlet- 
tered favnges of the Baltic (Var. v. s.), deferibes the amberfor which 
their fiiorcs have ever been famous, as the gum of a tree, hardened 
by the fun, and purified and wafted by the waves. When that lin- 
gular fubflance is analyfed by the chcmifts, it yields a vegetable oil 
and a mineral acid. 

4 ° Scanzia, or Thule, is deferibed by Jornandes (c. 3. p. 610— . 
613.) and Procopius (Goth. 1 . ii. c. ij.). Neither the Goth nop 
the Greek had vifited the country : both had converted with tha 
natives in their exile at Ravenna or Conltantinople. 

♦* Stpltrinai peHii. In the time of Jornandes, they inhabited 
“ Suetbam, the proper Sweden ; but that beautiful race of animals has 
gradually been driven into the eaftern part* of Siberia. See Buffon 
(Hill. Nat. tom. xiii. p. 309 — 313. quarto edition) ; Pennant (Syltem 
of Quadrupeds, vol. i. p. 3x2—328.)} Ginelin (Hill. Gen. des Voy- 
ages, tom. xviii. p. *57, 258.); and Level'que (Hill, de Ruffle, 
tpft). v. p. 16 s, 166, 514, 51 j.), 

ftice 
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ftice during an equal period of forty days 4 *. The ^ h^p. 
long night of his abfence or death was the mourn- ■ j 
ful feafon of diftrefs and anxiety, till the mefien- 
gers who had been fent to the mountain tops, dc- 
fcried the firft rays of returning light, and pro- 
claimed to the plain below the feftival of his 
refurred ion 43 . 

The life of Theodoric reprefents the rare and His d e- 
meritorious example of a Barbarian, whofheathed ‘' ewa “* 
his fword in the pride of vidory and the vigour 
of his age. A reign of three and thirty years was 
confecrated to the duties of civil government, and 
the hoftilities in which he was fometimes involved, 
were lpeedily terminated by the condud of his 
lieutenants, the difcipline of his troops, the arms 
of his allies, and even by the terror of his name. 

He reduced, under a ftrong and regular govern- 
ment, the unprofitable countries of Rhsetia, No- 
ricum, Dalmatia, and Pannonia, from the fource 
of the Danube and the territory of the Bavarians 44 , 

to 

4 * In the fyftem or romance of M. Bailly (Letters fur les Sciences 
et fur l’Atlantiile, tom. i. p. 249—256. tom. ii. p. 114—159.), the 
phoenix of the Edda, and the annual death and revival of Adonis 
and Ofiris, are the allegorical fymbols of the abfence and return of 
the fun in the Arftic regions. This ingenious writer is a worthy 
difciple of the great Buffon ; nor is it eafy for the coldeti reafon to 
withftand the magic of their philofophy. 

45 Aotjj n QuMraif n piyirn rut tofrar ip» f®ys Procopius. At 
prefent a rude Manicheifm (generous enough) .prevails among the 
Samoyedes in Greenland and in Lapland (Hift. des Voyages, tom. xviii. 
p. 50S, 509. tom. xix. p. 105, 106. 517, 528.) ; yet, according to Gro- 
tius, Samojutx caelum atque aftra adorant, numina baud aliis iniquiora 
(de Rebus Belgicis, 1 . iv. p. 338. folio edition) 1 a fentence which 
Tacitus would not have difowned. 

44 See the Hift. des Peuples Anciens, &c. tom. ix. p. 255— 

# 73 ,* 3? 6 — ’ 591 . The Count de Buat was French minifter at the 

C 4 *owt 
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xxxlx* to t ^ ie kingdom ere&ed by the Gcpidae on 

f ■ the ruins of Sirmium. His prudence could not 
fafely entruft the bulwark of Italy to fuch feeble 
and turbulent neighbours j and his juftice might 
claim the lands which they opprelfed, either as a 
part of his kingdom, or as the inheritance of his 
father. The greatnefs of a fervant, who was named 
perfidious becaufe he was fuccefsful, awakened the 
jealoufy of the emperor Anaftafius ; and a war was 
kindled on the Dacian frontier, by the prote&ion 
which the Gothic king, in the vicifTitude of human 
affairs, had granted to one of the defcendants of 
Attila. Sabinian, a general illuflrious by his own 
and father’s merit, advanced at the head of ten 
thoufand Romans ; and the provifions and arms, 
which Riled a long train of waggons, were diftri- 
buted to the fierceft of the Bulgarian tribes. But, 
in the fields of Margus, the eaftem powers were 
defeated by the inferior forces of the Goths and 
Huns; the flower and even the hope of the Ro- 
man armies was irretrievably deftroyed ; and fuch 
was the temperance with which Theodoric had in- 
fpired his victorious troops, that as their leader 
had not given the fignal of pillage, the rich fpoils 
His naval of the enemy lay untouched at their feet 45 . Ex- 
Operated by this difgrace, the Byzantine court 
difpatched two hundred fhips and eight thoufand 

court of Bavaria : a libera! curiofity prompted his inquiries into the 
antiquities of the country, and that curiofity was the germ of twelve 
refpe&able volumes. 

♦i See the Gothic trnnfa&ions on the Danube and in Illyricum, in 
Jornandes (c. 58. p. 6179.), Ennodius (p. 1607 — 1610.), Marcelli- 
nus (in Citron, p. 44. 47, 48.), and Cafiiodoriug (in Chron. and 
Var. iii. *3. 50. iv. 13. vii. 4. 24. viii. 9, to, it. it. ix. 8, 9.). 

6 men 
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men to plunder the fea-coaft of Calabria and Apu- c H A P. 
lia j they affaulted the ancient city of T arentum, . J / '. 
interrupted the trade and agriculture of an happy 
country, and failed back to the Hellefpont, proud 
of their piratical victory over a people whom they 
ftill prefumed to confider as their Roman bre- 
thren 48 . Their retreat was pofTibly haftened by 
the adtivity of Theodoric; Italy was covered by 
a fleet of a thoufand light veflels 47 , which he con- 
Itrudted with incredible difpatch; and his firm 
moderation was foon rewarded by a folid and ho- 
nourable peace. He maintained with a powerful 
hand the balance of the Weft, till it was at length 
overthrown by the ambition of Clovis ; and al- 
though unable to affift his rafh and unfortunate 
kinfman the king of the Vifigoths, he faved the 
remains of his family and people, and checked 
the Franks in the midft of their vidlorious career. 

' I am not defirous to prolong or repeat 48 this nar- 
rative of, military events, the lead interefting of 
the reign of Theodoric; and fhall be content to 
add, that the Alemanni were protected 49 , that an 

4 6 I cannot forbear tranferibirg the liberal and cladic ftyle of 
Count Marceliinus : Romanus comes domcfticorum, et Rufticus 
comes fehobriorum cum centum armatis navibus, tolidemque dro- 
monibus, o&o millia inilitnm arniatorum fecum ferentibus, ad de- 
vaftanda 1 1 j] ire littora procelfcrunt, et ufquc ad Tarentum antiquidi- 
niam civitatem aggred'i funt; remenfoque mari inhoneftam vi&oriara 
quam piratico ai’lu Romani ex Romanis rapuerunt, Anaftalio Caefari 
report aru nt (in Cbron. p. 48.). See Variar. i. 16. ii. 38. 

47 See the royal orders and inftruilions (Var. iv. 13. v. 16 — 20.). 

Thefe armed boats fliould be ftill fmaller than the thoufand veflels of 
Agamemnon at the liege of Troy. 

4 * Yol. vi. p. 330 — 337. 

49 Ennodius (p. 1610 ) and Csdiodorius, In the royal name 
(Yal-. ii. 4*0, record his fa hi la ly proteftion of the Alemanni. 

inroad 
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CHAP, inroad of the Burgundians was feverely chaftifed, 
and that the conqueft of Arles and Marfeilles 
opened a free communication with the Vifigoths, 
who revered him both as their national proteftor, 
and as the guardian of his grandchild, the infant 
fon of Alaric. Under this refpeflable chara&er, 
the king of Italy reftored the praetorian prefec- 
ture of the Gauls, reformed fome abufes in the 
civil government of Spain, and accepted the an- 
nual tribute and apparent fubmiflion of its mili- 
tary governor, who wifely refufed to truft his 
perfon in the palace of Ravenna 50 . The Gothic 
fovereignty was eftablifhed from Sicily to the Da- 
nube, from Sirmium or Belgrade to the Atlantic 
Ocean ; and the Greeks themfelves have acknow- 
ledged that Theodoric reigned over the faireft 
portion of the weftern empire 5 ‘. 
civil go- The union of the Goths and Romans might 
of Italy have fixed for ages the tranfient happinefs of 
to'he'Ro- and nations, a new people of 

man laws, free fubjects and enlightened foldiers, might have 
gradually arifen from the mutual emulation of 
their refpeftive virtues. But the fiiblime merit 
of guiding or feconding fuch a revolution, was 
not referved for the reign of Theodoric : he 
wanted either the genius or the opportunities of 

s° The Gothic tranfaflions in Gaul and Spain are reprefented with 
fome perplexity in Cafliodorius (Var. iii. 31. 38.41. 43, 44. v. 39.), 
Jornandes (c. 58. p. 698, 699.), and Procopius (Goth. 1 . i. c. is.). 
I will neither hear nor reconcile the long and contradiftory arguments 
of the Abbe Dubos and the Count de Buat, about the wars of Bur- 
gundy. 

s* Theophanes, p. 113. 

a le- 
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a legiflator 51 ; and wljilc he indulged the Goths ^^xix" 

in the enjoyment of rude liberty, he fervilely co- v a 

p'ed the inftitutions, and even the abufes, of the 
political fyftem which had been framed by Con- 
ftantine and his fucceflbrs. From a tender regard 

v_r 

to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the Bar- 
barian declined the name, the purple, and the 
diadem of the emperors; but he affumed, under 
the hereditary title of king, the whole fubftance 
and plenitude of imperial prerogative 53 . His ad- 
drefies to the eaftern throne were refpe&ful and 
ambiguous; he celebrated in pompous ftyle the 
harmony of the two republics, applauded his 
own government as the perfedl fimilitude of a 
foie and undivided empire, and claimed above the 
kings of the earth the fame pre-eminence which 
he modeftly allowed to the perfon or rank of 
Anaftafius. The alliance of the Eaft and Weft 
was annually declared by the unanimous choice of 
two confuls ; but it fhould feem, that the Italian 
candidate who was named by Theodoric, accepted 
a formal confirmation from the fovereign of Con- 
ftantinople 5 \ The Gothic palace of Ravenna re- 

5 * Procopius affirms that no laws whatfoever were promulgated by 
Theodoric and the fucceeding kings of Italy (Goth. 1 . ii. c. 6.). He ' 
mult mean in the Gothic language. A Latin edifl of Theodoric is 
ftill extant, in one hundred and fifty-four articles. 

51 The image of Theodoric is engraved on his coins : his modcft 
fucceffors were fatisfied with adding their own name to the head of 
the reigning emperor (Muratori Antiquitat. Italite Medii JEvi, 
tom. ii. diflert. xxvii. p. 577 — 579. Giannone Iitoria Civile di Na- 
poli, tom. i. p. 166.). 

5 + The alliance of the emperor and the king of Italy are repre- 
fented by Cafliodorius (Var. i. 1. ii. 1, 2 , 3. vi. 1.) and Procopius 
(Goth. 1 . ii. c. 6. 1 . iii. c. 11.), who celebrate the friendlhip of 
Anaflafius and Theodoric: but the figurative ftyle of cjrripliment 
was interpreted in a very different fenle at Constantinople and Ra- 
Venna. 
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flcftcd the image of the court of Theodofius or 
Valentinian. The praetorian praefeft, the praefedt 
of Rome, the quaeftor, the mafter of the offices, 
with the public and patrimonial treafurers, whofe 
functions are painted in gaudy colours by the rhe- 
toric of Cafliodorius, ftill continued to act as the 
minifters of ftate. Arjd the fubordinate care of 
juftice and the revenue was delegated to feven 
confulars, three correlators, and five prefidents, 
who governed the fifteen regions of Italy, ac- 
cording to the principles and even the forms of 
Roman jurifprudence 55 . The violence of the 
conquerors was abated or eluded by the flow ar- ■ 
tifice of judicial proceedings ; the civil admini- 
ftration, with its honours and emoluments, was 
confined to the Italians; and the people ftill pre- 
ferved their drefs and language, their laws and 
cuftoms, their perfonal freedom, and two-thirds 
of their landed property. It had been the object 
of Aoguftus to conceal the introdutftion of mo- 
narchy; it was the policy of Theodoric to dif- 
guife the reign of a Barbarian 5 \ If his fubje&s 

5J To the xvii provinces of the Notitia, Paul Warnefrid the 
deacon (De Reb. Longobard. 1 . ii. c. 14—12.) has fubjoined an 
xviiith, the Apennine (Muratori Script. Rerum Italicarum, tom. i. 
p. 431— 433.). But of thefe, Sardinia and Corftca were poftelfcd by 
the Vandals, and the two Rhtctia?, as well as the Cottian Alps, feetn 
to have been abandoned to a military government. The ftate of the 
four provinces that now form the kingdom of Naples, is laboured by 
Qiannone (tom. i. p. 17*. 178.) with patriotic diligence. 

J 6 See the Gothic hiftory of Procopius ( 1 . i. c. 1. I. ii. c. 6.), the 
Epiftles of Cafiiodorius (paflim, but efpecialiy the vth and vith books, 
which contain the formula, or patents of offices), and the Civil Hif- 
tory of Giannone (tom. i. 1 . ii, iii.). The Gothic counts, which he 
places in every Italian city, are annihilated, however, by Maffei 
(Verona Iliuftrata, p. i. I. yiii. p. 227.); for thofe of Syracufe and 
Naples (Var. vi. 22, 23.) were fpeeial and temporary comfniffions. 

were 
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were fometimes awakened from this pleafing vi- chap. 
lion of a Roman government, they derived more . ' r '"j 
fubftantial comfort from the character of a Gothic 
prince, who had penetration to difeern, and firm- 
nefs to purfue, his own and the public intereft. 
Theodoric loved the virtues which he pofiefled, 
and the talents of which he was deftitute. Li- 
berius was promoted to the office of praetorian 
prsefecl for his unfhaken fidelity to the unfortu- 
nate caufe of Odoacer. The minifters of Theo-' 
doric, Cafliodorius 57 and Boethius, have reflected 
on his reign the luftre of their genius and learning. 

More prudent or more fortunate than his col- 
league, Cafliodorius preferved his own efteem 
without forfeiting the royal favour ; and after pall- 
ing thirty years in the honours of the world, he 
was bleifed with an equal term of repofe in the 
devout and ftudious folitude of Squillace. ■ ■ 

<• As the patron of the republic, it was the in- Profperity 
tereft and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate the ot Ron>e * 
affections of the fenate 58 and people. The nobles 
of Rome were flattered by fonorous epithets and 
formal profeflions of refpeft, which had been more 
juftly applied to the merit and authority of their 



17 Two Italians of the name of Cafliodorius, the father (Var. i. 
»4, 40.) and the fon (ix. *4, 2 j.), were fucceflively employed in the 
adminiflration of Theodoric. The fon was born in the year 479 : 
his various epiftles as quaeftor, mailer of the offices, and pnetorian 
prsefeft, extend from 509 to 539, and he lived as a monk about thirty 
years (Tirabofchi Storia della Letteratura Italians, tom. iii. p. 
7 — 24. Fabricius, Bibliot. Lat. Med. JEvi, tom. i. p. 357, 358. 
*dit. Man ft). 

58 See his regard for the fenate in Cochlceus (Vit. Tbeod. viii. 
y, 71— So.). 

anceftors. 
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c h a p. anceftors. , ,The people enjoyed, without, fear or 
/ danger, the three bleflings of a capital, order, 

plenty, and public amufements. A vifible dimi- 
nution of their numbers may be found even in the 
meafure of liberality 59 ; yet Apulia, Calabria, and 
Sicily, poured their tribute of corn into the gra- 
naries of Rome ; an allowance of bread and meat 
was diftributed to the indigent citizens ; and every 
office was deemed honourable which was confe- 
crated to the care of their health and happinefs. 
The public games, fuch as a Greek ambaffador 
might politely applaud, exhibited a faipt and 
feeble copy of the magnificence of the Caefars: 
yet the mufical, the gymnaftic, and the panto- 
mime arts, had not totally funk in oblivion ; the 
wild beafts of Africa ftill exerciied in the amphi- 
theatre the courage and dexterity of the hunters ; 
and the indulgent Goth either patiently tolerated 
or gently reftrained the blue and green factions, 
whofe contefls lb often filled the circus with cla- 
v;f.tof mour, and even with blood 60 . In the feventh 

doric, 1 year of his peaceful reign, Theodoric vifited the 

a.d. 500. capital of the world ; the fenate and people 
advanced in folemn procefiion to falute a fecond 
Trajan, a new Valentinian ; and he nobly fup- 
ported that charafter by the affurance of a juft 

59 No more than 120,000 moJli, or four thoufand quarter* (Anonym. 
Valefiap. p. 711. and Var. i. 35. vi. 18. xi. 5. 39.). 

60 See his regard and indulgence for the fpeftacles of the circus, 
the amphitheatre, and the theatre, in the Chronicle and Epiftles of 
Caifiodorius (Var. i. 20. 17. 30, 31, 31. iii. ji. iv. 51. illustrated by 
the xivth Annotation of Mafcou’s Hiftory), who has contrived ta 
fprinkle the lubjeft with ollentatious, though agreeable learning. 

and 
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find legal government 61 , in a diffcourfe which' he c w A p. 
was not afraid to pronounce in public, and to in- . _ " * f 

fcribe on a tablet of brafs. Rome, in this augult 
ceremony, fliot a kft ray of declining glory j and 
a faint, the fpedlator of this pompous fcene, could 
only hope in his pious fancy, that it was excelled 
by the celeftial fplendour of the New Jerufalem 61 . 

During a refidence of fix months, the fame, the 
perfon, and the courteous, demeanour of the Go- 
thic king excited the admiration of the Romans, 
and he contemplated, with equal curiofity and 
furprife, the monuments that remained of their 
ancient greatnefs. He imprinted the footfteps of 
a conqueror on the Capitoline hill, and frankly, 
confeffed that each day he viewed with frelh 
wonder the forum of Trajan and his lofty co-' 
lumn. The theatre of Pompey appeared, even 
in its decay, as a huge mountain artificially hol- 
lowed and polifhed, and adorned by human in- 
duflry j and he vaguely computed, that a river of 
gold mull have been drained to ereft the coloflal 
amphitheatre of Titus 61 . From the mouths of 
fourteen aqueducts, a pure and copious ftream 
was difiufed into every part of the city; among 

Anonym. Valef. p. 711. Marius AventicenGs in Chron. In 
the fcalc of public and perional merit, the Gothic conqueror is at leaft 
is much above Valentinian, as he may feem inferior to Trajan. 

61 Vit. Fuigentii in Baron. Annal. Ecclef. A. D. 500, N° 10. 

6 ! CalTiodorius deferihes in his pompous ftyie the forum of Trajan 
(Var. vii. 6.), the thcatie of Marcellus (iv. 51.), and the amphi- 
theatre of Titus (v. 4.1.); and his deicriptions are not unworthy of 
the reader’s peruGtl. According to the modern prices, the Abbe 
Barthelemy computes that the brick-work and tnafonry of the Co- 
lifeum would now coft twenty millions of French tivres (Mem. de 
l’Academie des Infcripticns, tom. xxviii. p. 5 £5, 586.). How Final 1 
a part of that llupendous fabric ? 

8 thefe 
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CHAP, thefe the Claudian water, which arofe at the dif- 
tance of thirty-eight miles in the Sabine moun- 
tains, was conveyed along a gentle though conftant 
declivity of folid arches, till it defcended on the 
fummit of the Aventine hill. The long and fpa- 
cious vaults which had been conftrufted for the 
purpofe of common fewers, fub filled, after twelve 
centuries, in their priftine ftrength ; and thefe fub- 
terraneous channels have been preferred-' to all the 
vifible wonders of Rome 64 . The Gothic kings, 
fo injurioufly accufed of the ruin of antiquity, 
were, anxious to preferve the monuments of the 
nation whom they had fubdued 65 . The royal 
edifts were framed to prevent the abufes, the ne- 
glect, or the depredations of the citizens them- 
lelves ; and a profefied architect, the annual fum 
of two hundred pourlds of gold, twenty-five thou- 
fand tiles, and the receipt of cuftoms from the 
Lucrine port, were afiigned for the ordinary re- 
pairs of the walls and public edifices. A fimilar 
care was extended to the ftatues of metal or marble 
of men or animals. The fpirit of the horles, 
which have given a modern name to the Quirinal, 
was applauded by the Barbarians 60 j the brazen 

elephants 

For the aqucdufb and cloacae, fee Strabo (I. v. p. 360.), Pliny 
(Hift. Nat. xxxvi. 24.), Cafliodorius (Var. iii. 30, 31, vi. 6.), 
Procopius (Goth. 1 . i. c. 19.), and Nardini (Roma Antica, p. 
514 — 522.). How luch works could be executed by a king of Rome, 
is yet a problem. 

For the Gothic care of the buildings and ftatues, fee Caflio- 
dorius (Var. i. 21. 25. ii. 34. iv, 30. vii. 6. 13. 1 5.), and the Vale- 
fian Fragment (p. 721.). 

66 Var. vii. 15. Thefe Itorfes of Monte-Cavallo had been tranf- 
ported from Alexandria to the baths of Conftantine (Nardini, 
p. 18S.). Their fculpture is difdained by the Abbe Dubos (Re- 
• • ■ flexion* 
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elephants of the Via Jaara were diligently re- C II A P. 
ffored”; the famous heifer of Myron deceived ■_ ' ^ * 
the catrie, as they were driven through the forum 
of Peace 68 j and an officer was created to protect 
thofe works of art, which TheodoriC confidcred as 
the nobleft ornament of his kingdom. 

After the example of the laft emperors, Theo- Fiourtrti- 
doric preferred the refidence of Ravenna, where ‘ l;ue of 
he cultivated an orchard with his own hands 69 . * •' 
As often as the peace of his kingdom was threat- 
ened (for it was never invaded) by the Barbarians, 
he removed his court to Verona 7 * on the northern 
frontier, and the image of his palace, ftill extant, , 
on a coin, reprefents the oldeft and moft authentic 
model of Gothic architecture. Thefe two Capitals, 
as well as Pavia, Spdleto, Naples, and the reft of 
the Italian cities, acquired under his reign the 
ufeful or fplendid decorations of churches, aque- 
ducts, baths, porticoes, and palaces 71 . But the 



flexions fur la Poelie et fuf la Peinture, tom. i. feftion 3$-)) and ad- 
mired by Winckelman (Hift. del’Art, tom. ii. p. 159.). 

*7 Var. x. 10. They were probably a fragment of fome triumphal 
car (Cuper de Elephantis, ii. 10.). 

6 * Procopius (Goth. 1 . iv. c. 11.) relates a foolifh ftory of Myron’s 
cow, which is celebrated by the falfe wit of thirty-fix Greek epigram* 
(Antho)og. 1 . iv. p. joz — 306. edit. Hen. Steph. Aufon. Epigram, 
lviii — Ixviii.) . 

®9 See an epigram of Ennodius (it. 3. p. 1893, 1894.) on thi* 
garden and the royal gardener. 

7 ° His affeftion for that city is proved by the epithet of ** Verona 
** tua,"” and the legend of the hero ; under the barbarous nameof Die- 
trich of Bern (Peringfciold ad Cochlceum, p. 240.), Maffei trace* 
him with knowledge and pleafure in his native country (1. ix. 
p. *30—136.). 

7 1 See Maffei, Verona Illoftrata, Part 1 . p. 131, *3*. 308, Sec. 
He imputes Gothic architecture, like the corruption of language, 
writing, Sic. not to the Barbarians, but to the Italians themfelves. 
Compare bis fentiments with thofe of Tirabofehi (tom. iii. p- 61.). 

Vot. VII. D happinefs 
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chap, happinefs of the fubjedt was more truly confpr-v 
^ cuous in the bufy fcene of labour and luxury, in . 
the rapid increaie and bold enjoyment of national 
wealth. From the Ihades of Tibur and Prtenefte, 
the Roman (enators ftill retired in the winter- feafon 
to the warm fun, and falubrious fprings of Baiae^ 
and their villas, which advanced on folid moles 
into the bay of Naples, commanded die various 
profped of the ficy, the earth, and the water. 

On the eaftern fide of the Hadriatic, a new Cam- 
pania was formed in the fair and fruitful province 
of Iftria, which communicated with the palace of 
Ravenna by an eafy navigation of one hundred 
miles. The rich productions of Lucania and the 
adjacent provinces were exchanged at the Marci- 
lian fountain, in a populous fair annually dedi- 
cated to trade, intemperance, and fuperftition. In * 
the folitude of Comum, which had once been 
animated by the mild genius of Pliny, a tranf- 
parent bafon above fixty miles in length ftill re- 
fieded the rural feats which encompafled the 
margin of the Larian lake ; and the gradual afccnt 
of the hills was covered by a triple plantation of 
olives, of vines, and of chefnut trees 71 . Agricul- 
ture revived under the ftiadow of peace, and the' 
number of hufbandmen was multiplied by the re-, 
demption of captive? 73 . The iron mines of Dal- 

7 * The villas, climate, and lamlfkip of Baix (Var. ix. 6. Sc$ 
Cluver, 1 1 a 1 la Amiq. 1 . iv. c. s. p. 1119, &c.), Iftria (Var. xii. 22. 
26.), and Comum (Var. xi. i+. compare with Pliny’s two villas, 
ix. 7 ), ave agreeably painted in the Epiftles of Cafliodorius. 

73 In Liguria r.umerofa agrico'urum progenies (Ennodius, p. 1678* 
1679, j6So.). St. Epiphanius of Pavia redeemed by prayer or ran- 
fou. 6000 captives from the Burgundians of Lyons and Savoy. Such 
ends ait the beft of miracles. 

.matia. 
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matia, a gold mine in Bruttium, were carefully 
explored, and the Pomptine marlhes, as well as 
thofe of Spoleto, were drained and cultivated by 
private undertakers, whofe diilant reward mult 
depend on the continuance of the public pro- 
fperity 74 . Whenever the feafons were lels propi- 
tious, the doubtful precautions of forming maga- 
zines of corn, fixing the price, and prohibiting 
the exportation, attefted at leaft the benevolence 
of the Rate ; but fuch was the extraordinary plenty 
which an induftrious people produced from a 
grateful foil, that a gallon of wine was fometimes 
fold in Italy for lels than three farthings, and a 
quarter of wheat at about five fhillings and fix- 
pence 75 . A country ■ polfelTed of fo many va- 
luable objefts of exchange, foon attracted the 
merchants of the world, whofe beneficial traffic was 
encouraged and protected by the liberal fpirit of 
Theodoric. The free intercourle of the pro- 
vinces by land and water was reftored and ex- 
tended ; the city gates were never fhut either by 
day or by night ; and the common faying, that a 
purfe of gold might be fafely left in the fields, 

* l . * 

7 + The political ceconomy of Theodoric (fee Anonym. Valef. 
p. 721 . and Cafiiodorius, in Chron.) may be diftinttly traced under 
the following heads : iron mine (Var. iii. *3.) ; gold mine (ix. 3.) 3 
Pomptine marlhes (ii, 32, 33.); Spoleto (ii. 21.); corn (i. 34. 
x. 27, 28. xi. 1 1, 12.) ; trade (vi. 7. 9. 23.) } fair of Leucothoe or 
St. Cyprian in Lucania (viii. 33.) ; plenty (xii. 4.) ; the curfus, or 
public poft (i. 29. ii. 31. iv. 47. v. 5. vi. 6. vii. 33.); the Flaminiaa 
way (xii. 18.). 

75 LX modii tritici in folidum ipfius tempore fuerunt, et Vioum 
xxx amphoras in folidum (Fragment. Valef.). Corn was dillributed 
from the granaries at xv or xxv modii a piece of gold, and the 
price was full moderate. 

D 2 was , 
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was expreflive of the confcious fecurity of the in- 
habitants 7 ®. 

A difference of religion is always pernicious and 
often fatal to the harmony of the prince and peo- 
ple ; the Gothic conqueror had been educated in 
the profeffion of Arianifm, and Italy was de- 
voutly attached to the Nicene faith. But the 
perfuafion of Theodoric was not infefted by zeal, 
and he pioufly adhered to the herefy of his fa- 
thers, without condefcending to balance the fubtile 
arguments of theological metaphyfics. Satisfied 
with the private toleration of his Arian fe&aries, 
he juftly conceived himfelf to be the guardian of 
the public worfhip, and his external reverence for 
a fuperftition which he defpifed, may have nou- 
rifhed in his mind the falutary indifference of a 
ftatefman or philofopher. The Catholics of his 
dominions acknowledged, perhaps with reluctance, 
the peace of the church; their clergy, according 
to the degrees of rank or merit, were honourably 
entertained in the palace of Theodoric ; he efteem- 
ed the living fanCtity of Caefarius 77 and Epipha- 
nius 78 , the orthodox bilhops of Arles and Pavia; 
and prefented a decent offering on the tomb of 

7 6 See the life of St. Caefarius in Baronins (A. D. 50S, N° ia, 13, 
14.). The king prefented him with 300 gold lolidi, and a difeus of 
fiiver of the weight of fixty pounds. 

77 Ennoiiius in Vit. St. Epiphanii, in Sirmond Op. tom. i. 
p. 1672—1690. Theodoric heltowed foine important favours on this 
bi/hop, whom he ufed as a counfellor in peace and war. 

7 * Devoiiflimus ac fi Catholicus (Anonym. Valef. p. 710.) ; yet 
his offering was no more than two fiiver candlefticks (ctreflrata) of the 
weight of leventy pounds, far inferior to the gold and gems of Con- 
ftantinople and France (Anaftafius in Vit, Pont, in Horniifda, p. 34. 
edit. Paiis). 

St. 
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St. Peter, without any fcrupulous inquiry into 
the creed of the apoftle 79 . His favourite Goths, 
and even his mother, were permitted to retain or 
embrace the Athanafian faith, and his long reign 
could not afford the example of an Italian Ca- 
tholic, who, either from choice or compulfion, 
had deviated into the religion of the conqueror 60 . 
The people, and the Barbarians themfelves, were 
edified by the pomp and order of religious wor- 
ihip j the magiftrates were inftructed to defend 
the juft immunities of ecclefiaftical perfons and 
pofleflions ; the bilhops held their fynods, the 
metropolitans exercifed their jurifdiCtion, and the 
privileges of fan&uary were maintained or mo- 
derated according to the fpirit of the Roman ju- 
rifprudence. With the protection, Theodoric 
affumed the legal fupremacy, of the church; and 
his firm adminiftration reftored or extended fome 
ufefi.il prerogatives which had been negleCted by 
the feeble emperors of the Weft. He was not 
ignorant of the dignity and importance of the 
Roman pontiff, to whom the venerable name of 
Popb was now appropriated. The peace or the 
revolt of Italy might depend on the character of 
a wealthy and popular bifhop, who claimed fuch 

79 The tolerating fyftem of his reign (Emiodius, p. 1611. 
Anonym. Valef. p. 719. Procop. Goth. J. i. c. 1. 1. ii. c. 6.) may 
be (tudied in the Epiftles of Caffiodonus, under the following heads ; 
lijbopi (Var. i. 9. viii. 15. 14. xi. 23.) ; immunities (i. 26. ii. 29, 30.) ; 
Church lands (iv. 17. 20.); Janfiuari/s (ii, 11. iii. 47.); church flatt > 
(xii. 20.) 5 difciplinc (iv. 44.) j which prove at the fame time that h* 
was the head of the church as well as of the Rate. 

110 We may rejcfl a fooli/h tale of his beheading a Catholic deacon 
who turned Arian (Theodor. Leilor, N° 17.). Why is Theodoric 
fvrnamed /ffcrf From VafcrT (Valef. ad loc.) A light conjecture. 
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ample dominion both in heaven and earth ; who 
had been declared in a numerous fynod to be pure 
from all fin, and exempt from all judgment 81 . 
When the chair of St. Peter was difputed by 
Symmachus and Laurence, they appeared at his 
fummons before the tribunal of an Arian mo- 
narch, and he confirmed the election of the moft: 
worthy or the moft obfequious candidate. At the 
end of his life, in a moment of jealoufy and, re- 
fentment, he prevented the choice of the Ro- 
mans, by nominating a pope in the palace of 
Ravenna. The danger and furious contefts of a 
fchifm w?re mildly reftrained, and the laft decree 
of the fenate was ena£ted to extinguilh, if it 
were poffible, the fcandalous venality of the papal 
elections 8 *, 

I have defcanted with pleafure on the fortunate 
condition of Italy j but our fancy muft not haftily 
conceive that the golden age of the poets, a race 
of men without vice or mifery, was realifed under 
the Gothic conqueft. The fair profpeft was 
fometimes overcaft with clouds; the wifdo'm of 
Theodoric might be deceived, his power might 
,be refilled, and the declining age of the monarch 
was fullied with popular hatred and patrician blood. 
In the firft infolence of victory, he had been 
tempted to deprive the whole party of Odoacer 

s * Ennodius, p. ifizi, zCzi. 1636. 1638. His lilcll was approved 
pnd rcgiftered (fynodaliter) by a Roman council (Baronins, A. D, 
£03, N° 6. Francifcus Pagi in Bieyiar. Pont. Rom. tom. i, 
p. 244.). 

8t See CafHodorius (Var. viii, 15. ix. 15, 16.), Anaftalius (in 
Cymmacho, p. 31.), and the xviith Annotation of Mafcou. Baro- 
mus, Pagi, and moft of the Catholic doflors, confefs, with an, angry 
growl, this Gothic ufurpation, ’ 

■ r 7 «f 
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of the civil and even the natural rights of fo- 
ciety' 5 ; a tax unfeafonably innpofed after the ca- ^ 

lamities of war, would have crulhed the rifing 
agriculture of Liguria; a rigid pre-emption of 
•corn, which was intended for the public relief 
muft have aggravated the diftrefs of Campania. 

Thefe dangerous proje&s were defeated by the 
virtue and eloquence of Epiphanius and Boethius, 
who, in the prefence of Theodoric himfelf, fuc- 
cefsfully pleaded the caufe of the people 84 : but if 
the royal ear was open to the voice of truth, a 
faint and a philofopher are not always to be found 
at the ear of kings. The privileges of rank, or 
office, or favour, were too frequently abufed by 
Italian fraud and Gothic violence, and the avarice 
of the king’s nephew was publicly expofed, at 
firft by the ufurpation, and afterwards by the re- 
ftitution of the eftates which he had unjuftiy ex- 
torted from his Tufcan neighbours. Two hun- 
dred thoufand Barbarians, formidable even to their 
mailer, were feated in the heart of Italy ; they in- 
dignantly fupported the reftraints of peace and dif- 
cipline; the diforders of their march were always 
felt and fometimes compenfated ; and where it was 
dangerous to puniffi, it might be prudent to dif- 



*1 He difabled them — a licentia teftandi ; and all Italy mourned— 
lamentabili juftitio. I wilh to believe that thefe penalties were 
enafted againft the rebels, who had violated their oath of allegiance; 
br.it the teftimony of Ennodius (p. 1675 — 1678.) is the more weighty, 
as he lived and died under the reign of Theodoric. 

** 4 - Ennodius, in Vit. Epiphan. p. 1689, 1690. Boethius de Con. 
folatione Philofophiae, 1 . i. prof. iv, p. 45, 46, 47. Refpeft, but 
yveigh the paffions of the faint and the fenator ; and fortify or alleviate 
tjieir complaints by the various hints of Calfiodorius (ii. 8. iv. 36. 

viii. sO- 
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femble, die Tallies of their native fiercenefs. When 
the indulgence of Theodoric had remitted two 
thirds of the Ligurian tribute, he condefcended to 
explain the difficulties of his fituation, and to la- 
ment the heavy though inevitable burdens which 
he impofed on his fubjeds for their own defence ,s . 
Thefe ungrateful fubjeds could never be cordially 
reconciled to the origin, the religion, or even the 
virtues of the Gothic conqueror j part: calamities 
were forgotten, and the fenfe or fufpicion of in- 
juries was rendered ftill more exquifite by the pre- 
fent felicity of the times. 

Even the religious toleration which Theodoric 
had the glory of introducing into the Chriftian 
world, was painful and often five to the orthodox 
zeal of the Italians. They refpeded the armed 
herefy of the Goths ; but their pious rage was 
fafely pointed againft the rich and defencelefs 
Jews, who had formed their eftablifhments at 
Naples, Rome, Ravenna, Milan, and Genoa, for 
the benefit of trade, and under the fandion of the 
laws* 6 . Their perfons were infulted, their effeds, 
were pillaged, and their fynagqgues were burnt by 
the mad populace of Ravenna and Rome, , in- 
flamed, as it fhould feem, by the moft frivolous 
or extravagant pretences. The government which 
could negled, would have deferved, fuch an out- 
rage. A legal inquiry was inftantly direded ; and 
as the authors of the tumult had efcaped in the 

*5 Immanium expenforuin pondus . . . pro ipforum falute, Stc. j 
yet thefe ?re no more than words. 

46 The Jews were fettled at Naples (Procopius, Goth. 1 . i. c. 8.), 
at Genoa (V?r. ii. *8. iv. 33.), Milan (v. 37-), Rome (iv. 43.). See 
likewife Bafnage, Hilt, des Juifs, tom. yiii, c. 7. p. 254. 

crowd. 
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crowd, the whole community was condemned to 
repair the damage ; and the obftinate bigots who 
refufed their contributions, were whipped through 
the ftreets by the hand of the executioner. This 
fimple aft of juftice exafperated the difcontent of 
the Catholics, who applauded the merit and pa- 
tience of thefe holy confeffors ; three hundred pul- 
pits deplored the perfecution of the church, and 
if the chapel of St. Stephen at Verona was de- 
molifhed by the comtnand of Theodoric, it is 
probable that fome miracle hoftile to his name and 
dignity had been performed on that facred theatre. 
At the clofe of a glorious life, the king of Italy 
difeovered that he had excited the hatred of a peo- 
ple whofe happinefs he had fo afliduoufly laboured 
to promote ; and his mind was foured by indigna- 
tion, jealoufy, and the bittemefs of unrequited 
love. The Gothic conqueror condefcended to 
difarm the unwarlike natives of Italy, interdifting 
all weapons of offence, and excepting only a fmall 
knife for domeftic ufe. The deliverer of Rome 
was accufed of confpiring with the vileft in- 
formers againft the lives of fenators whom he fuf- 
pefted of a fecret and treafonable correfpondence 
with die Byzantine court ?7 . After the death of 
Anaftafius, the diadem had been placed on the 
fiead of a feeble old man ; but the powers of go- 
vernment were a (Turned by his nephew Juftinian, 
who already meditated the extirpation of herefy, 

*7 Rex avidus communis exitii, &c. (Boethius, 1. r. p. 59 .) r rex 
dolum Romanis tendebat (Anonym. Valef. p. 713 ). Thefe are 
hard words r they fpeak the paflions of the Italians, and thafe (I fear) 
pf Theodoric himfeif. 

— . , and 
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and the conqueft of Italy and Africa. A rigorous 
law which was publifhed at Conftantinople, to 
reduce the Arians by the dread of punifhment 
within the pale of the church, awakened the juft 
refentment of Theodoric. who claimed for his 
diftreffed brethren of the Eaft, the fame indulgence 
which he had fo long granted to the Catholics of 
his dominions. At his ftern command, the Ro- 
man pontiff, with four illujlrious fenators, em- 
barked on an embaffy, of which he muft have 
alike dreaded the failure or the fuccefs. The An- 
gular veneration fhewn to the firft pope who had 
vifited Conftantinople was punifhed as a crime by 
his jealous monarch ; the artful or peremptory re- 
fulal of the Byzantine court might, excufc an equal, 
and would provoke a larger, meafure of retaliation ; 
and a mandate was prepared in Italy to prohibit, 
after a ftated day, the exercife of the Catholic 
worlhip. By the bigotry of his fubje&s and ene- 
mies, the moft tolerant of princes was driven 
to the brink of perfecution j and the life of Theo- 
doric was too long, fince he lived to condemn the 
virtue of Boethius and Symmachus 8S , 

The fenator Boethius 89 is the laft of the Ro- 
mans whom Cato or Tully could have acknow- 
ledged 

*3 I have laboured to ext raft a rational narrative from the dark, 
concife, and various hints of the Valefian Fragment (p. 712, 723, 
724..), Theophanes (p. 145.), Anatolius (in Johanne, p. 35.), and 
the Hid. Mifcella (p. 103. edit. Muratori). A gentle preflure 
and paraphrafe of their words, is no violence. Confult likewife 
Muratori (Annali d’ltalia, tom. iv. p. 471—478.), with the Annals 
and Breviary (tom. i. 259—263.) of the two P3gi’s, the uncle and 
the nephew. ' 

Le Clerc has compofed a critical and pliilofophical life of Ani- 
cius Manlius Severinus Boethius (Bibliot, Choifie, tom. xvi. p. 168— 

*75.) i , 
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ledged for their countryman. As a wealthy orphan, chap. 
he inherited the patrimony and honours of the J . v 'A 
Anician family, a name ambitioufly afiiimed by the 
kings and emperors of the age ; and the appella- 
tion of Manlius aflerted his genuine or fabulous 
defcent from a race of confuls and dittators, who 
had repulfed the Gauls from the Capitol, and fa- 
crificed their fons to the difcipline of the republic. 

In the youth of Boethius, the ftudies of Rome 
were not totally abandoned; a Virgil 90 is now 
extant, corredled by the hand of a conful ; and 
the profefiors of grammar, rhetoric, and jurif- 
prudence, were maintained in their privileges and 
penfions, by the liberality of the Goths. But the 
erudition of the Latin language was infufficient 
to fatiate his ardent curiofity ; and Boethius is faid 
to have employed eighteen laborious years in the 
fchools of Athens 9I , which were fupported by the 
zeal, the learning, arid the diligence of Proclus 
and his difciples. The reafon and piety of their 
Roman pupil were fortunately faved from the con- 
tagion of myftery and magic, which. polluted the 
groves of the academy; but he imbibed the fpirit. 



175.) ; and both Tirabofchi (tom. iii.) and Fabricius (Bibliot. La- 
tin.) may be ufefully confulted. The date of his birth may be 
placed about the year 470, and his death in 514, in a premature old 
age (Confol. Phil. Metrica, i. p. j.). 

9 ° For the age and value of this MS. now in the Medicean library 
at Florence, fee the Cenotaphia Pifana (p. 430 — 447.) of Cardinal 
{soris. 

• 9 1 The Athenian ftudies of Boethius are doubtful (Baronius, A.D, 
510, N° 3. from a fpurious trail, De Difciplina Scholartim), and 
the term of eighteen years is doubtlefs too long : but the ftmple fail 
of a vifit to Athens, is juftified by much internal evidence (Brucker, 
Hift. Crit. Philofoph. tom. iii. p. 514—517.), and by an expreflion 
(though vague and ambiguous) of his. friend Caffiodorius (Var. i, 
$.5.), «< lunge pofitas Athenas introifti.” ’• • 
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. 1. matters, who attempted to reconcile the ftrong and 

fubtle fenfe of Arfftotle with the devout contempla- 
tion and fublime fancy of Plato. After his return 
to Rome, and his marriage with the daughter of 
his friend, the patrician Symmachus, Boethius ftill 
continued, in a palace of ivory and marble, to pro- 
fecute the fame ftudies ®*. The church was edi- 
fied by his profound defence of the orthodox 
creed againft the Arian, the Eutychian, and the 
Neftorian herefies ; and the Catholic unity was ex- 
plained or expofed in a formal treatife by the indif- 
ference of three diftinft though confubftantial per- 
fons. For the benefit of his Latin readers, his 
genius fubmitted to teach the firft elements of the 
arts and fciences of Greece. The geometry of 
Euclid, the mufic of Pythagoras, the arithmetic 
of Nicomachus, the mechanics of Archimedes, 
the aftronomy of Ptolemy, the theology of Plato, 
and the logic of Arittotle, with the commentary 
of Porphyry, were tranflated and illuftrated by the 
indefatigable pen of the Roman fenator. And he 
alone was efteemed capable of defcribing the won- 
ders of art, a fun-dial, a water-clock, or a fphere 
which reprefented the motions of the planets. 
From thefeabftrufe fpeculations, Boethius Hooped, 
or to fpeak more truly, he rofe to the focial duties 



Bibliothecae comptos ebore ac vitro parietes, See. (Confol. Phil. 
J. i. prof. v. p. 74..) The Epiftles of Ennodius (vi. 6. vii. *3. viii. 
*• J»- 37> 4° ) and Caffiodorius (Var. i. 39. iv. 6. ix. »i.) afford 
many proofs of the high reputation which he enjoyed in his own 
times. It is true, that the biihop of Pavia wanted to purchafe of him 
an old houfe at Milan, and pratfe might be tendered and accepted in 
part of payment, 

. . - of 
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of public and private life : the indigent were re- d^TTA P* 
lieved by his liberality ; and his eloquence, which ■_ j 
flattery might compare to the voice of Demofthe- 
nes or Cicero, was uniformly exerted in the caufe 
of innocence and humanity. Such confpicuous 
merit was felt and rewarded by a difcerning prince ; 
the dignity of Boethius was adorned with the titles 
of conful and patrician, and his talents were ufe- 
fully employed in the important ftation of mafter 
of the offices. Notwithftanding the equal claims 
of the Eaft and Weft, his two fons were created, in 
their tender youth, the confuls of the fame year 9J . 

On the memorable day of their inauguration, they 
proceeded in folemn pomp from their palace to 
the forum, amidft the applaufe of the fenate and 
people ; and their joyful father, the true conful of 
Rome, after pronouncing an oration in the praife 
of his royal benefactor, diftributed a triumphal 
largefs in the games of the circus. Profperous in 
his fame and fortunes, in his public honours and 
private alliances, in the cultivation of fcience and 
the confcioufnefs of virtue, Boethius might have 
been ftyled happy, if that precarious epithet could 
be fafely applied before the laft term of the life of 
man. 

• A philofopher, liberal of his wealth and parfi- His pa- 
monious of his time, might be infenfible to the tnot,fin * 
common allurements of ambition, the thirft of 



95 Fagi, Muratori, &c. are agreed that Boethius himfelf was 
conful in the year jto, his two fons in ji*, and 10487, perhaps, 
his father. A defire of afcribing'the laft oF thefe eonfullhips to the 
philofopher, had perplexed the chronology of his life. In his ho- 
nours, alliances, children, he celebrates his own felicity — his pall 
felicity (p. 109, i»o.). 

c gold 
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gold and employment. And fome credit may be 
due to the aflfeveration of Boethius, that he had 
reluttantly obeyed the divine Plato, who enjoins 
every virtuous citizen to refcue the ftate from the 
ufurpation of vice and ignorance. For the inte- 
grity of his public condudt he appeals to the me- 
mory of his country. His authority had reftrained 
the pride and oppreffion of the royal officers, and 
his eloquence had delivered Paulianus from the. 
dogs of the palace. He had always pitied, and 
ofcen relieved, the diftrefs of the provincials, whole 
fortunes were exhaufted by public and private ra- 
pine i and Boethius alone had courage to oppofe 
the tyranny of the Barbarians, elated by conqueft, 
excited by avarice, and, as he complains, encou- 
raged by impunity. In thefe honourable contefts, 
his fpirit foared above the confideration of danger, 
and perhaps of prudence ; and we may learn from 
the example of Cato, that a character of pure and 
inflexible virtue is the mod apt to be milled by 
prejudice, to be heated by enthufiafm, and to con- 
found private enmities with public jullice. The 
difciple of Plato might exaggerate the infirmities of 
nature, and the imperfections of fociety and the 
mildeft form of a Gothic kingdom, even the 
weight of allegiance and gratitude, mull be in- 
fupportable to the free fpirit of a Roman patriot. 
But the favour and fidelity of Boethius declined in 
juft proportion with the public happinefs ; and an 
unworthy colleague was impofed, to divide and 
control the power of the mafter of the offices. 
In the laft gloomy feafon of Theodoric, he indig- 
nantly felt that he was a flavej but as his mafter 

. had 
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had only power over his life, he flood without arms ^^xix * 
and without fear againfl the face of an angry Bar- - — v — < 
barian, who had been provoked to believe that 
the fafety of the fenate was incompatible with his 
own. The lenator Albinus was acculed and al- Hejis al- 
ready convicted on the preemption of hoping , as treafon, 
it was faid, the liberty of Rome. “ If Albinus 
“ be criminal,” exclaimed the orator, “ the fe- 
“ nate and myfelf are all guilty of the fame crime. 

“ If we are innocent, Albinus is equally entitled 
“ to the protedlion of the laws.” Thefe .laws 
might not have punifhed the fimple and barren 
wifh of an unattainable bleffing ; but they would 
have fhewn lels indulgence to the rafh confeffion 
of Boethius, that, had he known of a confpiracy, 
the tyrant never fhould 9 \ The advocate of Al- 
binus was foon involved in the danger and perhaps 
the guilt of his client; their fignature (which 
they denied as a forgery) was affixed to the origi- 
nal addrefs, inviting the emperor to deliver Italy 
from the Goths ; and three witnefles of honourable 
tank, perhaps of infamous reputation, attefted the 
treafonable defigns of the Roman patrician 95 . Yet 
his innocence muft be prefumed, fince he was de- 
prived by Theodoric of the means of juflification, 
and rigoroufly confined in the tower of Pavia, 
while the fenate, at the diftance of five hundred 

94 Si ego fciflem tu nefcifles. Boethius adopts this anfwer (l.i. 
prof. 4. p. 33.) of Julius Canus, whole philofophic death is defcribed 
by Seneca (De Tranquillitate Animi, c. 14.). 

95 The charaffers of his two delators, Balilius (Var. ii. 10, 11. 

iv. 2z.) and Opilio (v. 41. viii. 16.), are illuftrated, rot much to 
their honour, in the EpilUes of Cafiiodorius, which likewife mention 
Decoratus (v. 31.), the worthiefs colleague of Boethius ( 1 . jii, 
prof. 4. p. 193.). ' 

miles, 
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miles, pronounced a fentence of confifcation and 
death againft the moft illuftrious of its members. 



At the command of the Barbarians, the occult 
fcience of a philofopher was ftigmatized with the 
names of facrilege and magic A devout and 
dutiful attachment to the fenate was condemned as 
criminal by the trembling voices of the fenators 
themfelves ; and their ingratitude deferved the wifh 
or prediction of Boethius, that, after him, none 
fhould be found guilty of the fame offence 97 . 
Hisi'mpri- While Boethius, oppreiTed with fetters, expedited 
and death, each moment the fentence or the ftroke of death, 
A. D. compofed in the tower of Pavia the Conjolation 

of Philo/ophy-, a golden volume notunworthy of the 
leifure of Plato or 'Tully, but which claims in- 
comparable merit from the barbarifm of the times 
and the fituation of the author. The celeftial guide 
whom he had fo long invoiced at Rome and Athens, 
now condefcended to illumine his dungeon, to re- 
vive his courage, and to pour into his wounds- her 
falutary balm. She taught him to compare his 
long profperity and his recent diftrefs, and to con- 
ceive new hopes from the inconftancy of fortune. 
Reafon had informed him of the precarious condi- 



/ 96 A fevere inquiry was inftituted into the crime of magic (Var. 
iv. it, 23. ix. 18.) i and it was believed that many necromancers 
had efcaped by making their gaolers mad : for mad, I Ihould read 
drunk. 

97 Boethius had compofed his own Apology (p. 53.), perhaps 
more intcrefting than his Confolation. We rnuft be content with the 
general view of his honours, principles, persecution, &c. (1. i. pr6(. 
iv. p. 42—62.), which may be compared with the Ihort and weighty 
words of the Valefian Fragment (p. 713.). An anonymous wiitef 
(Sinner, Catalog. MSS. Bibliot. Bern. tom. i. p, *87.) charges bins 
home with honourable and patriotic trealon. 

‘ tbn 
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tion of her gifts; experience h?.d fatisfted him of xxxijT* 
their real value ; he had enjoyed them without . j j. 
guiit ; he might, refign them without a figh, and 
calmly difdaih the impotent malice of his enemies, 
who had left him happinefs, fince they had left 
him virtue. From the earth, Boethius afcended to 
heaven in fearch of the supreme good ; explored 
the metaphyfical labyrinth of chance and deftiny, 
of prefcience and free-will, of time and eternity ; 
and generoufly attempted to reconcile the perfefl 
attributes of the Deity, with the apparent diforders 
of his moral and phyfical government. Such 
topics of confolation, fo obvious, fo vague, or fo 
abftrufe, are ineffectual to fubdue the feelings of 
human nature. Yet the fenfe of misfortune may . 
be diverted by the labour of thought; and the fage 
who could artfully combine in the fame work, 
the various riches of philofophy, poetry, and elo- • 
quence, muff already have poffeffed the intrepid 
calmnefs, which he affefted to fcek. Sufpenie, 
the worft of evils, was at length determined by the 
minifters of death, who executed, and perhaps ex- 
ceeded, the inhuman mandate ofTheodoric. A 
ftrong cord was fattened round the head ofBoethius, 
and forcibly tightened, till his eyes almoft flarted 
from their fockets ; and fome mercy may be dis- 
covered in the milder torture of beating him with 
clubs till he expired 9 ‘. But his genius furvived to 

9 * He was executed in Agro Calventisno (Calvenzano, between 
Marignano and Pavia), Anonym. Valef. p. 713. by order of F.ufe- 
bitit count of Ticinutn or Pavia. The place of' his confinement is 
tty led the hef’ifhry, an edifice and name peculiar to cathedrals. It is 
claimed by the perpetual tradition of the church of Pavia. The 
tower of Boethius fubfifted till the year 1 584, and the draught fs yet 
preferved (Tiraboichi, tom. iii. p. 47, 48.); 1 ' " 

VII. E ' diffufe 
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chap, diffufe a ray of knowledge over the darkeft ages 
, of the Latin world ■, the writings of the philofo- 

pher were tranflated by the moft glorious of the 
Englifh kings ", and the third emperor of the name 
of Otho removed to a more honourable tomb the 
bones of a catholic faint, who, from his Arian per- 
fecutors, had acquired the honours of martyrdom, 
and the fame of miracles ,0 °. In the laft hours of 
Boethius, he derived fome comfort from the fafety 
of his two fons, of his wife, and of his father-in- 
law, the venerable Symmachus. But the grief of 
Symmachus was indifcreet, and perhaps difre- 
fpeftful : he had prefumed to lament, he might 
dare to revenge, the death of an injured friend. 
Death of He was dragged in chains from Rome to the pa- 
chus" 1 *' ^ ace R avenna > and the fufpitions of Theodo- 
A. d. 5*5. ric could only be appeafed by the blood of an in- 
nocent and aged fenator ,0, . 

Remorfe Humanity will be difpofed to encourage any 
of Theo- h re P ort which teftifies the jurifdi&ion of confcience 

^ or ‘ c * 99 See the Biographies Britannica, Alfred, tom. i. p. 80. 

Auguftjo. edition. The work is (till more honourable if performed under 
the learned eye of Alfred by his foreign and domeftic doflors. Eor 
the reputation of Boethius in the middle ages, confult Brucker (Hilt. 
Crit. ^hilofoph. tom. iii. p. 565, 566.). 

*oo The inlcription on his new tomb was compofed by the precep- 
tor of Otho the third, the learned Pope Silvefter II. who, like Boe- 
thius himfelf, was ftyled a magician by the ignorance of the times. The 
Catholic martyr had earned his head in his hands a confulerable way 
(Baronins, A. D. jz6, N° 17, 18.) ; yet, on a iimilar tale, a lady 
of my acquaintance once obferved, “ La diiiance n’y fait rien ; iln’y 
“ a que le premier pas qui coute.” 

101 Boethius applauds the virtues of his father-in-law ( 1 . i. prof. 4. 
p. 59. 1 . ii. prof. 4. p. 118.). Procopius (Goth. 1 . i. c. 1.), the 
Valelian Fragment (p. 724.), and the Hiltoria Milcella ( 1 . xv. p. 
105.), agree in praifmg the fuperior innocence or fanflity of Symma- 
chus ; and in the eftiniation of the legend, the guilt of his murder it 
equal to the imprifonment of a Pope. 

6 and 
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and the remorfe of kings; and philofophy is not 
ignorant that the mod horrid fpeftres are fome- 1 — — / 
times created by the powers of a difordered fancy, 
and the weaknefs of a diftempered body. After a 
life of virtue and glory, Theodoric was now de- 
fending with fhame and guilt into the grave : his 
mind was humbled by the contrail of the pad, and 
juflly alarmed by the invifible terrors of futurity. 

One evening, as it is related, when the head of a 
large fifh was ferved on the royal table ,0 % he fud- 
denly exclaimed, that he beheld the angry coun- 
tenance of Symmachus, his eyes glaring fury 
and revenge, and his mouth armed with long 
fharp teeth, which threatened todevoqr him. The 
monarch inftantly retired to his chamber, and, as 
he lay, trembling with aguifh cold, under a weight 
of bed-clothes, he expreffed in broken murmurs 
to his phyfician Elpidius, his deep repentance for 
the murders of Boethius and Symmachus * 03 . His 
malady increafed, and after a dyfentery which con- 
tinued three days, he expired in the palace of Ra- 
venna, in the thirty- third, or, if we compute from 
the invafion of Italy, in the thirty- feventh year of his 
reign. Confcious of his approaching end, he divided 
his treafures and provinces between his two grand- 
fons, and fixed the Rhone as their common bound- 

101 In the fanciful eloquence of Cafiiodorius, the vaiiety of fea 
and river-filh are an evidence of extenfive dominion ; and thofe of tha 
Rhine, of Sicily, and of the Danube, were ferved on the table of 
Theodoric (Var. xii. 14.). The monftrous turbot of Domitian (Ju- 
venal. Satir. iii. 39.) had been caught on the fhores of the Adriatic. 

*.°* Procopius, Goth. 1 . i. c. 1. But he might have informed us, 
whether he had received this curious anecdote from common report, 
or from the mouth of the royal phyfician. 

E 2 ary. 
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CHAP. ar y * 0 +. Amalaric was reftored to the throne of 
/ Spain. Italy, with all the conquefts of the Oftro- 
goths, was bequeathed to Athalaric ; whofe age did 
not exceed ten years, but who was cheriftied as the 
laft male offspring of the line of Amali, by the 
Ihort-lived marriage of his mother Amalafuntha, 
with a royal fugitive of the fame blood ,0 \ In 
the prefence of the dying monarch, the Gothic 
chiefs and Italian magiftrates mutually engaged 
their fiith and loyalty to the young prince, and 
to his guardian mother } and received in the fame 
awful moment, his laft lalytary advice, to main- 
tain the laws, to love the fenate and people of 
Rome, and to cultivate with decent reverence the 
friendfhip of the emperor 10 ®. The monument of 
Theodoric was ere&ed by his daughter Amalafun- 
tha, in a confpicuous fituation, which commanded 
die city , of Ravenna, the harbour, and the adja- 
cent coaft. A chapel of a circular form, thirty 
feet in diameter, is crowned by a dome of one 
entire piece of granite : from the centre of the 
dome, four columns arofe, which fupported, in a 

IO <- Procopius, Goth. 1 . i. c. i, 2. it, 13. This partition had 
been directed by Theodoric, though it was not executed till 
after his death. Regni hereditatetn iupcrftes reliquit (Ifidor. Chron. 
p. 721. edit. Grot.). 

r °S Berimund, the third in defcent from Hermanric, king of the 
Oftrogoths, had retired into Spain, where he lived and died in ob- 
fedrity (Jornandes, c. 33. p.202. edit. Murator.). See the difco- 
' very, nuptials, and death, of his grandfon Eutharic (c. 38. p. 220.). 
His Roman games might render him popular (Cafliodor.in Chron.), 
but Eutharic was afper in religione (Anonym. Valef. p. 722, 723-). 

106 gee the counfels of Theodoric, and the profeffions of his fuc- 
ccffor, in Procopius (Goth. 1 . i. c. 1, 2.), Jornandes (c. 39. p. 220, 
221.), and Cafliodorius (Var. viii. 1—7.). Thefe epiftles are the 
triumph of his miniftcrial eloquence. 

7 vafe 
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vafeof porphyry, the remains of the Gothic king, ^^xix 

furrounded by the brazen ftatues of the twelve v , ‘ 

apoftles' 07 . His fpirit, after fome previous expi- 
ation, might have been permitted to mingle with 
the benefadtors of mankind, if an Italian hermit had 
not been witnefs in a vifion to the damnation of 
Theodoric ,0, } whole foul was plunged, by the 
minifters of divine vengeance, into the vulcano of 
Lipari, one of the flaming mouths of the infer- 
nal world ‘° 9 . 

,n 7 Anonym. Valef. ~p. 714.. Agnellus de Vitis Pont. Raven, in 
Muratori Script. Rerum Ital. tom. ii. P. i. p. 67. Alberti Defcrit- 
tione d’ Italia, p. 311. 

,cS This legend is related by Gregory I. (Dialog, iv. 36.), am! 
approved by Baronius (A. D. 526, N° 28.) ; and both the Pope and 
Cardinal are grave doftors, fufficient to eftablifh a probable opinion. 

to, > Theodoric himfelf, or rather Cafliodorius, had defcribed in 
tragic (trains the vulcanos of Lipari (Cluver. Sicilia, p. 4.06 — 410,) 

Sind Vcl'uvius (iv. 50.). 
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Birth of 
the empe- 
ror Julti- 
nian, 

A. D. 481, 
May 5. — 
or A. D. 
483, May 
11. 
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CHAP. XL. 

Elevation of JuJlin the Elder. Reign of Jufii-> 

nian : — I. The Emprefs Theodora. — II. Factions 
of the Circus, and Sedition of Cenjlantinople . — 
III. Trade and Manufacture of Silk. — IV. Fi- 
nances and Taxes . — V. Edifices of JuJlinian. 

' Church of St. Sophia. Fortifications and 

Frontiers of the Eaftern Empire. Abolition of 

the Schools of Athens, and the ConfulflAp of • 
Rome. 

T HE emperor Juftinian was born * near the 
ruins of Sardica (the modern Sophia), of an 
obfcure race 1 of Barbarians *, the inhabitants of a 
wild and defolate country, to which the names of 
Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaria, have been 
1'uccelTively applied. His elevation was prepared 
by the adventurous fpirit of his uncle Juftin, who, 
with two other peafants of the fame village, defert- 



* There is feme difficulty in the date of his birth (Ludewig in Vit. 
Judiriiani, p. 1-5.); none in the place— the diltrift Bederiana— the 
village Taurefium, which he afterwards decorated with his name and 
fplendour (D’Anville, Hilt, dc l'Acad. &c. tom. xxxi. p. 287 — 
291.). 

1 The names of tliefe Dardanian peafants are Gothic, and almoft 
Englifh : JuJlinian is a tranllation of uprauia ( upright) ; his father Sa- 
hatius (in Grxco-barbarcus language fuptt) was ftyled in his village 
JJItck (Storf) -, his mother Bigleniza was foftened into Vigilantia. 

3 Ludewig (p. 127 — 135.) attempts to juftify the Anician name of 
Jultinian and Theodora, and to connect them with a family from 
which the houfe of Auftria has been derived. 
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ed, for the profeftlon of arms, the more ufeful em- c ^ A P. 
ployment of hufbandmen or fhepherds \ On « 
foot, with a fcanty provifion of bifcuit in their 
knapfacks, the three youths followed the high-road 
of Conftantinople, and were foon enrolled, for 
their ftrength and ftature, among the guards of the 
emperor Leo. Under the two fucceeding reigns, the 
fortunate peafant emerged to wealth and honours ; 
and his efcape from Ibme dangers which threat- 
ened his life, was afterwards afcribed to the guar- 
dian angel who watches over the fate of kings. 

His long and laudable fervice in the Ifaurian and 
Perfian wars, would not have preferved from obli- 
vion the name of J uftin ; yet they might warrant 
the military promotion, which in the courfe of 
fifty years he gradually obtained ; the rank of tri- 
bune, of count, and of general, the dignity of 
fenator, and the command of the guards, who 
obeyed him as their chief, at the important crifis 
when the emperor Anaftafius was removed from 
the world. The powerful kinfmen whom he had 
raifed and enriched, were excluded from the 
throne j and the eunuch Amantius, who reigned 
in the palace, had fecretly refolved to fix the dia- 
dem on the head of the mod obfequious of his 
creatures. A liberal donative, to conciliate the 
fuffrage of the guards, was entrufted for that pur- 
pofe in the hands of their commander. But thefe 

* See the anecdotes of Procopius (c. 6.) with the notes of N. Ale- 
tnannus. The fatirift would not have funk, in the vague and decent 
appellation of yi<V(>o<,the^«* t Xo{ and <rv(p of Zonal as. Yet why 
are thofe names dlfgraceful ? — and what German baron would not be 
proud to defeend front the Eumaeus ef the Odyflfey ? 
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Elevation 
arul reign 
•this uncle 
Juft m I. 
A.D. 51S, 

July to ; 
A.O. 527, 
April 1 — 
Of Aug. 1. 



chap, weighty arguments were treacheroufly employed 
by Juftin in his own favour; and as no competito 
prefumed to appear, the Dacian peafant was in- 
verted with the purple, by the unanimous confent 
of die foldiers who knew him to be brave and 
gentle, of the clergy and people who believed him 
to be orthodox, and of the provincials who yielded 
a blind and implicit fubmiflion to the will of the 
capital. The elder Juftin, as he is diftinguifhed 
from another emperor of the fame family and 
name, afeended the Byzantine throne at the age 
of fixty-eight years ; and, had he been left to his 
own guidance, every moment of a nine years 
reign mull have expofed to his fubje&s the im- 
propriety of their choice. His ignorance was fi- 
milar to that of Theodoric; and it is remarkable, 
that in an age not deftitute of learning, two con- 
temporary monarchs had never been inftru<5ted in 
the knowledge of the alphabet. But the genius of 
Juftin was far inferior to that of the Gothic king : 
the experience of a foldier had not qualified him for 
the government of an empire ; and, though per- 
fonally brave, the confcioufnefs of his own weak- 
nefs was naturally attended with doubt, diftruft, 
and political apprehenfion. But the official bufi- 
nefs of the ftate was diligently and faithfully tranf- 
afted by the qureftor Proclus s ; and the aged em- 
peror adopted the talents and ambition of his ne- 
phew Juftinian, an afpiring youth, whom his uncle 
had drawn from the ruftic folitude of Dacia, and 



! His virtues are praiied by Procopius (Perfic. 1 . i. c. n.). The 
tjuaefW Proclus was the friend of Juftinian, and the enemy of every 
other adoption, 

educated 
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educated at Conftantinople, as the heir of his pri- 
vate fortune and at length of the Eaftern em- 
pire. 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been defrauded 
of his money, it became neceflary to deprive him 
of his life. The tafk was eafily accomplilhed by 
the charge of a real or fictitious confpiracy ; and 
the judges were informed, as an accumulation of 
guilt, that he was fecretly addicted to the Mani- 
chsean herefy 6 . Amantius loft his head j three 
of his companions, the firft domeftics of the palace, 
were punifhed either with death or exile ; and their 
unfortunate candidate for the purple was caft into 
a deep dungeon, overwhelmed with ftones, and ig- 
nominioufly thrown, without burial, into the fea. 
The ruin of Vitalian was a work of more difficulty 
and danger. That Gothic chief had rendered him- 
felf popular by the civil war which he boldly waged 
againft Anaftafius for the defence of the orthodox 
faith, and after the conclufion of an advantageous 
treaty, he ftill remained in the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople at the head of a formidable and 
victorious army of Barbarians. By the frail fe- 
curity of oaths, he was tempted to relinquilh this 
advantageous fituation, and to truft his perfon with- 
in the walls of a city, whofe inhabitants, particu- 
larly the blue faClion, were artfully incenfed againft 
him by the remembrance even of his pious hoftili- 




Adoption 
and fuc- 
ceffion of 
Juftinian, 
A. D. 
510—5*7. 



6 Manicharan fignifies Etitychian. Hear the furious acclama- 
tions of Conftantinople and Tyre, the former no more than fix days 
atier the deceaJe of Anaftafius, . Tl'ty produced, the latter applauded, 
the eunuch's death (Baronius, A. D. 518, P. ii. N°ts. Flcury, 
Hift. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. aoo, 105, from the Councils,, tom. v, 
p. lit. 107.). 
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